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Outlook Optimistic for 
Saudi Arabian Economy 


Prospects are that Saudi Arabia will 
have a prosperous year in 1956, as a 
large and steady income from the oil 
industry is assured. 

On the whole, the Saudi economy 
appears sound and is expected to 
maintain its pace of the past several 
years. 

Business conditions were good in 
1955; oil production and the Govern- 
ment’s income, which depends largely 
on petroleum, maintained a high 
level; the building boom continued; 
and imports found an expanding 
market. Some progress was made in 
economic development, mainly in the 
improvement of transportation fa- 
cilities. 

Approximately 49 million tons of oil 
were produced in 1955 by the Arabian 
American Oil Co., slightly over the 
record set in 1954. Building in Riyadh, 
the capital, and in Jidda anc Al 
Khobar, the country’s west and east 
commercial centers, received major 
emphasis, as a result of the tremen- 
dous increase in the national income 
derived from oil. The cost of planned 
building and municipal improvement 
in Riyadh alone has been estimated 
at $100 million. 


Government Announces Project 

The building boom was believed to 
be slowing down in Jidda, but predic- 
tions were that Mecca would absorb 
any slack left by Jidda. Furthermore, 
the Government’s plans to modernize 
Riyadh and eventually to transfer 
all ministries to that city indicated 
that the boom was shifting. 

The Government announced in the 
fall a new construction project for 
Mecca, which includes a 5-year plan 
to reconstruct the great Mosque, en- 
large the Mosque area, and widen 
Mecca’s streets. Razing houses around 
the Mosque was under way before the 
year’s end, the cost of which is about 
500 million Saudi riyals, or $132 mil- 
lion. 

The construction of royal palaces 
in Jidda, Riyadh, and Mecca pro- 
ceeded, the cost reportedly to be $50 
million or more. 

Construction activity was respon- 
sible for an active market in cement, 
steel, and timber. Electrical-equip- 
ment sales also were spurred by the 
boom, air-conditioning units, genera- 


tors, and cables being especially in 
demand. The largest order for air- 
conditioning installation was said to 
have been placed by the Ministry of 
Finance with a French firm for a 
6,000-ton installation for Riyadh. 


U. S. Motor Vehicles in Demand 


The import of motor vehicles, au- 
tomotive parts, and motor oils from 
the United States showed no signs 
of slackening, although competition 
in parts, tires, and tubes from Japan 
was said to have become intense. 
New roads programed by the Min- 
istry of Communications probably 
will help the motor-vehicle market. 

Deep-well water pumps used by 
Saudi farmers to an increasing degree 
were in demand, and the Govern- 
ment offered the agents of pump 
manufacturers a duty-free import 
agreement with provisions concern- 
ing percentage of profit, stocking of 
repair parts, and maintenance. The 
Government was engaging an Ameri- 
can firm for further water-resource 
research at the year’s end 


Textiles from Europe and Japan 
dominated the market, except for 
nylon and other synthetic materials 
which were imported for the most 
part from American sources. General 
business prosperity and purchasing 
power was reflected in increasing tex- 
tile sales. 

The Government’s expanded public- 
health progam boosted drug, pharma- 
ceutical, and hospital-equipment im- 
ports. American manufacturers sent 
more representatives to the Kingdom 
in 1955 than in 1954. 

Increased competition from Eu- 
ropean and Asian suppliers of goods 
is expected this year. Local market 
circles predict that competition from 
Western Germany perhaps will mod- 
erate to some degree as a result of 
rising production costs in that coun- 
try. 


Road Nears Completion 


The 274-mile Jidda-Medina road 
was expected to be completed in the 
first half of 1956. Electrical generat- 
ing capacity was increased in Jidda, 
Mecca, and Taif, and a contract was 
awarded to a Swiss firm for the in- 
stallation of four 5,000-kw. gene- 
rators in Riyadh. Work on the 
countrywide radiotelephone project 
progressed slowly, and by the end of 
the year Saudi Arabia was in direct 
contact with Arab capitals. Similar 


(Continued on Page 5) 





Field Offices Giver 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—loca! cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
aeaem, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Bidg. 
= 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8t. 
g. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 
Chicago 6, Lll., 226 W. Jackson Bivd 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce 8t 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 
—— 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
ldg 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charlies Ave. 
New York 17, N.Y., 110 E. 45th St 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8t. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth 8t 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 8t. 
San Francisco 11, Calif.. Room 419 Custom- 
house. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone 
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Latin American Draft Colombian Dollar Exchange From 
Coffee Sales Still Satisfactory 


Colombia’s dollar-exchange earnings from coffee sales continued 
at a satisfactory level in the period February 15—March 15. 

Coffee sales in January and February amounted to $85.8 million, 
of which $72 million worth was sold to the United States and Canada. 
However, largely owing to other dollar requirements for such items 


Debts Rise in March 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of 
Latin American countries to U. S. ex- 
porters increased in March for the 
first time in 3 months, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has re- 
ported. According to the Bank’s 
monthly survey of the draft experi- 
ence of 14 large commercial banks, 
collections outstanding rose $5.6 mil- 
lion in March to $148.5 million, the 
highest since October 1953. 


Drafts outstanding against Colombia 
increased by $3.4 million to $43.9 mil- 
lion, while Mexican indebtedness rose 
by $0.8 million to $11.8 million, the 
highest figures on record for the two 
countries. Venezuelan indebtedness 
rose to $29 million, the first increase 
in 3 months. Outstandings against 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and 
Guatemala also reached record highs, 
while Argentina’s indebtedness of $2.5 
million was the highest since October 
1953. Decreases were reported for seven 
countries, with Brazil’s indebtedness 
decreasing by $1.6 million to an all- 
time low of $12.2 million. 


New Drafts Rise $6.7 Million 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers rose by 
$6.7 million. The increase, which 
brought total drawings to $41 million, 
the highest since October 1955, was the 
result primarily of substantially larger 
drawings against Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, Ecuador, Panama, and Vene- 
mela. Smaller drawings were reported 
for only three countries. 


The dollar amount of drafts paid 
during the month totaled $35.4 million, 
$0.5 million lower than in February. 
Payments by Colombia declined $2.1 
million, and those by Mexico fell $1.2 
Million, with smaller decreases re- 
ported for four other countries. Eight- 
een countries, including Brazil, Chile, 
Peru, and Venezuela, increased their 
dollar volume of drafts paid during 
March. 


The outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
Treporting banks in favor of U. S. 
exporters rose by $6.5 million to $160.8 
Million, the highest since November 
1952. Outstanding letters of credit 
on Argentina rose by $2.8 million to 
$40.5 million, while those on Colombia 
increased by the same amount to $22.2 
million. Outstandings against Brazil 
totaled $16 million and those on 
Mexico, $22.2 million. Cuba, Guate- 
Mala, Panama, and five other coun- 
tries showed decreases. 
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as debt service, exchange availabie for 
imports was not sufficient to make 
any progress against the remittance 
backlog, which is consequently run- 
ning about 4 months in arrears, com- 
pared with 34 months as of February 
15. 


Import permits in sizable volume 
continued to be authorized up to April 
3; as of February 23 permits author- 
ized from the beginning of the year 
amounted to $92.2 million, of which 
$78.6 million were at the official rate 
of exchange. 


Rumors regarding the peso’s de- 
valuation continued to be denied by 
Government spokesmen. Despite the 
fact that the free market is benefiting 
from the high coffee returns (the ex- 
cess on the “reintegro” price of US- 
$95 per 70-kilogram bag), the rate 
rose rather steadily March 1—15. On 
February 15 it was 4.13 pesos to the 
dollar, remained fairly constant until 
March 1, and increased to 4.25 pesos 
on March 15. Slight declines in the 
New York coffee price are reflected 
quickly in the market and any sub- 
stantial fluctuation in demand has a 
marked effect. 


General Business Good 


Business conditions were generally 
good. However, costs, including those 
of many imported items, were rising 
and anxiety over the steady price up- 
ward trend continued. If a proposed 
upward revision of the legal minimum 
wage is enacted, it will tend to in- 
crease labor costs. 


The demand for loans continued 





strong. Commercial banks, however, 
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‘were proceeding cautiously in an ef- 


fort to hold rediscounts from expand- 
ing too greatly. Both the Central 
Bank and the Ministry of Finance 
continued to issue warnings against 
further credit expansion. It is the 
Government’s intention to hold 
means of payment at about present 
levels, and Government spokesmen 
have intimated again that should 
it be necessary, reserve requirements 
of commercial banks would be 
increased. 

The local stock market was firm on 
a moderate volume of trading. The 
volume was held down by a combina- 
tion of factors, including a scarcity of 
this type of investment funds and the 
banks’ increasingly tighter credit 
policies. 

Manufacturing was active, and pro- 
posals for industrial expansion held 
public attention. 

Following the signing of the con- 
tract between the Government and 
American Motors for assembly of 
automobiles in Colombia (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 26, p. 2) there 
were rumors that other firms would 
enter into similar agreements. The 
German firm Mercedez Benz, with the 
backing of an unnamed German bank, 
was reported to have opened discus- 
sions with Colombian officials looking 
toward the establishment of an as- 
sembly plant to produce buses, also 
Austin of England and Studebaker 
were said to be interested in the estab- 
lishment of assembly plants, but noth- 
ing concrete developed. 


Paper Mill Planned 


The Institute of Industrial Develop- 
ment estimates that approximately 8 
months will be required for the Ebasco 
Services, Inc., of New York to complete 
the basic studies for the establishment 
of a paper-mill industry, which will 
require an estimated capitalization of 
$8 million. 

The annual report of the Paz del 
Rio steel plant was presented to the 
stockholders on March 15, Its tenor 
was optimistic, but it was pointed out 
that the enterprise operated at a 50- 
million-peso loss in 1955. The report 
emphasized the need for expansion of 
the mill’s facilities. 


According to the Ministry of Mines 
and Petroleum, 14 proposals for con- 


(Continued on Page 5) 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Swiss Industrial Activity High; 
Machinery Leads in Export Rise 


All Swiss industries, except some sections of the textile industry, 


were doing well in January. 


Exports were substantially higher than in January 1955. The ma- 
chinery industry led, the export value of its products increasing to 
97,600,000 francs (1 Swiss franc—US $0.234). The textile industry had 


a relatively good month compared 
with the corresponding month in 
1955; exports of cotton goods, silk and 
synthetic fibers, woolens, and clothing 
increased. Although dyestuff exports 
increased quantitatively over January 
1955, the value was 12 percent less. 


Available statistics show that 1955 
was another record construction year. 
An all-time high of 16,735 new houses 
and apartments was constructed in 
the 42 principal Swiss cities. Con- 
tinuation of this high level of activity 
appears likely in 1956. Permits issued 
in 1955 for construction of new lodg- 
ings were 8 percent higher than In the 
preceding year. Industrial construc- 
tion also continued to rise. Federal in- 
spectors examined 2,737 industrial 
building projects in 1955, a 16-percent 
increase over the preceding year. 

The labor shortage continued to be 
the principal factor limiting further 
economic expansion. The 5,233 persons 
registered as unemployed at the end 
of January represented an all-time low 
for that time of year. On the other 
hand, the number of unfilled positions 
was 27 percent greater than a year ago. 

The increasingly acute labor short- 
age has resulted in a substantial in- 
crease in overtime hours and a record 
influx of foreign workers. Overtime 
worked in factories subject to the 
Federal factory law in the last quarter 
of 1955 was the highest in the past 8 
years. Foreign workers obtaining their 
first permits for work in Switzerland 
in 1955 increased approximately 22 
percent over 1954. In the machinery, 
metallurgical, and construction indus- 
tries, the increase in foreign workers 
was particularly notable. 


Foreign Trade Strong 

Although both imports and exports 
declined seasonally in January, they 
were well above the level in the 1955 
comparable month. Exports were val- 
ued at 427 million francs, compared 
with 384 million a year ago. Imports 
amounted to 536 million francs, com- 
pared with 450 million in January 1955. 
As in most recent months, the import 
surplus was considerably higher than 
a year earlier. 

The United States ranked next to 
Germany as a leading market for 
Swiss goods in January and third as 
a supplier, following Germany and 
France. Exports to the United States 
were valued at 46 million francs, 
while imports from the United States 
amounted to 64 million francs. The 
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balance of trade was thus substan- 
tially in favor of the United States, 
which is the normal pattern. 


Trade quotas between Switzerland 
and Great Britain in 1956 were fixed 
by negotiations in January. Though 
most trade between the two countries 
is free from quantitative restrictions, 
Swiss watch exports to Great Britain 
and British tractor and truck exports 
to Switzerland are limited by quotas. 
These quotas, applied in the last 
quarter of 1955, have continued. 


Price Indexes Decline 


Trade relations with Spain continue 
to be hampered by the heavy balance 
of trade in favor of Switzerland. Swiss 
officials are undoubtedly concerned, 
since Spain has become an excellent 
market for Swiss watches and indus- 
trial products. 

Consumer- and wholesale-price in- 
dexes declined moderately in Janu- 
ary. The retail index at the end of 
the month was 172.6, compared with 
173.6 in December and 172.4 a year 
earlier. The wholesale index was 
214.9, compared with 215.5 in Decem- 
ber and 216.1 in the comparable pe- 
riod of 1955 (August 1939=100). 


February freezing weather reduced 
the fruit and vegetable supplies on 
Swiss markets, and prices of some 
products rose appreciably. Retail 
sales for 1955 were 6 percent above 
1954 and 30 percent more than in 1949. 
Only a relatively small part of this in- 
crease is accounted for by price rises. 


Transportation Expands 


Continued expansion of Swissair, 
the national air carrier, reflects air 
travel’s general growth and the high 
levels of economic activity in the coun- 
tries served by the airline. The com- 
pany’s total revenue in 1955 was 130 
million francs. The airline has an- 
nounced a plan to increase its capital 
from 14 million to 42 million francs. 

Preliminary figures show the Swiss 
Federal Railways also had a record 
year in 1955. Total revenue reached 
an all-time high—833 million francs— 
freight traffic volume rising 10 per- 
cent over 1954. Freight volume han- 
dled at the Basel port—Rhine river 
traffic—in 1955 equaled approxi- 
mately the record year 1951. A record 
number of approximately 58,000 vehi- 
cles were imported into Switzerland in 
1955, of which 31,000 were of German 


(Continued on Page 15) 


Good Tourist Season in 
Panama Helps Business 


In the recent tourist season Pan- 
ama was visited by an estimated 
120,000 tourists who spent over $3 
million. Every Panama City hotel 
room was filled during the carnival 
and the baseball series. There were 
more cruise ships, more independent 
tourists, and longer visits than last 
year. 

Retail trade in February was higher 
than in January and-in February 1955, 
Commercial collections were good and 
payments prompt. 

Construction of all types moved for- 
ward in February to take full advan- 
tage of the short dry season. The 
Panama highway department worked 
on the Chepo and Divisa-Las Tablas- 
Pedasi roads and in other parts of the 
interior. A survey was planned for 
an extension of the Pan-American 
Highway into the Province of Darien 
toward Colombia; estimates indicated 
that the 320-kilometer stretch will cost 
about $100 million. 


The value of new construction per- 
mits issued in February in Panama 
City was $1,035,000, about 65 percent 
above the January figure. A new 
modern shopping center has been 
opened in Panama City, containing a 
restaurant and grocery and fruit, 
vegetable, meat, fish, and poultry mar- 
kets. 

A new hydroelectric plant is to be 
constructed in El Valle on the Anton 
River. 


Oil Refinery Planned 


Negotiations for the installation of 
a $20- to $25-million oil refinery 
were reported. The Costa Rican sub- 
sidiary of Union Oil Co. discovered 
oil in Costa Rica near the Panamanian 
border; the field may possibly extend 
into Panama. A Nicaraguan mining 
company is making a ground survey 
of copper deposits in the region of 
Tole’, Province of Chiriqui, to deter- 
mine if the deposits are of commercial 
value. 


A new U. S.-owned investment firm, 
which has opened an office in Panama 
City, indicates that it has $10 million 
for investment in the American Re- 
publics and is interested in participat- 
ing with local capital in industrial and 
commercial development projects. 

Panamanian exports in February 
totaled $1,324,259, approximately 4 
percent above those of January but 
7 percent under the February 1955 
figure. Banana exports of 578,664 
stems exceeded January shipments 
by 5 percent. Shrimp exports of 
147,000 kilograms were 11 percent 
less than the January amount. 
Cacao exports of 51,000 kilograms 
were 65 percent below those of Jan- 
uary.—U. S. Emb., Panama City. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Outlook Optimistic . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


contacts with other world capitals 
are expected by the end of 1956. 

.The Saudi Government was inter- 
ested in increasing the road and rail- 
road facilities during 1955 and re- 
leased a Royal decree calling for a 
trans-Arabian highway to run from 
the Red Sea to the Persian Gulf via 
Riyadh. Later in the year the Minis- 
try of Communications requested 
tenders for construction of a railroad 
some 800 miles in length from Riyadh 
to Medina and Jidda, thus completing 
the “trans-continental” railroad proj- 
ect. 

The closing date for bidding on this 
project was extended to August 12, 
1956. Several American and Euro- 
pean firms and one Japanese com- 
pany sent representatives to Jidda to 
discuss the project with the Minister 
of Communications. The cost of this 
project is estimated at about $100 
million. 

Bids were opened on the recon- 
struction of a portion of the Hejaz 
Railway from Medina to Saudi, to 
Ma’an in Jordan. If the railway is 
constructed, Medina, the second Holy 
City in Islam, is expected to regain, 
if not surpass, its former commercial 
and economic importance. King Saud 
donated $560,000 for an initial con- 
tribution to cover the estimated cost 
of the project’s engineering studies, 
and the actual construction and mod- 
ernization will cost an _ estimated 
$11.2 million. The three governments 
concerned—Syria, Jordan, and Saudi 
Arabia—were studying the matter 
closely at the end of the year. 

Saudi Arabian Airlines added six 
Convair 340’s to the four purchased in 
1954. This airline, with an American 
maintenance and pilot agreement, 
now is said to be the best equipped 
in the Middle East, and it is under- 
stood that additional equipment will 
be obtained. 

Port expansion at Jidda and Dam- 
mam is contemplated. Some $50 mil- 
lion reportedly would be involved in 
the Dammam project. Both ports are 
heavily congested. Planned cargo 
shipments to Dammam in the next 
few months are expected to equal 
the port’s total unloading capacity 
for one normal year. 

Though Saudi economic planning 
is still not wholly formulated, its 
dimensions are already impressive 
and if realized will entail expendi- 
tures of close to $750 million.—vU. S. 
Emb., Jidda. 





U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in January totaled 46.2 million 
pounds, valued at $29 million, the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture reports. 
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Irish Trade Deficit Rises as Result of | 
Increase in Imports, Decline in Exports 


Ireland’s imports in 1955 at £2043 
million were £24.4 million greater than 
in 1954 and only £300,000 below the 
record high set in 1951. 

Exports totaled £110.3 million, £48 
million below the peak reached in 
1954. 

Because of this sharp rise in im- 
ports and fall in exports, Ireland’s 
trade deficit rose from £648 million 
in 1954 to £94.1 million in 1955. 

There was little shift in Ireland’s 
terms of trade. Import prices were up 
4 percent over those of 1954; export 
prices, 3.5 percent. Imports by volume 
increased 9 percent over the 1954 level 
and were slightly greater than in 1951, 
the previous high. The export volume, 
however, turned downward for the 
first time since 1951 and was 7 percent 
less than in 1954. 


Wheat Purchases High 

An especially sharp upturn in wheat 
imports, which were unusually low in 
1954, and of maize reflected restocking 
and the poor 1954.crops. 

Other imports showing large in- 
creases were fuel oils, coal, and body 
and chassis aggregates for motor 
vehicles. Increased imports of unre- 
fined sugar were necessitated by a sub- 
stantial reduction in domestic pro- 
duction, while the rise in the value of 
tea imports was caused mainly by 
higher prices. The only large fall in 
imports was of aircraft and parts, a 
reaction from the unusually high im- 
ports in 1954, when Aer Lingus was 
acquiring its Viscount aircraft. 

Live-cattle exports rose significantly, 
Great Britain continuing to take the 
bulk of Ireland’s cattle and meat. 
Much of this rise occurred in the first 
half of 1955. The decline in this trade 
in the later months of the year has 
been attributed to the fact that farm- 
ers were holding their cattle to utilize 





Colombian Dollar... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


tracts for the development of various 
minerals were received in January- 
February. Of these, 7 were for produc- 
tion of iron ore, 5 for calcareous 
minerals, 1 for gypsum, and 1 for 
china clay. 


Pipeline Inaugurated 

On March 3, the Oleoducto del 
Pacifico pipe line between Buenaven- 
tura and Cali was inaugurated. The 
line, 100 kilometers long, 854 inches 
and 65,.inches in diameter, cost 13.5 
million pesos to build. It will start at 
18,000 barrels a day and in two succes- 
sive additional stages is expected to 
reach 45,000 barrels a day. Potential 
savings on transportation of petro- 
leum products from Buenaventura to 
Cali and the interior have been esti- 


the plentiful feed supplies provided 
by the good summer and fall weather 
and in expectation of higher prices 
in the late winter and spring. How- 
ever, prices remained low in the Brit- 
ish market throughout the second 
half of the year. 

Meanwhile the sharp contraction in 
beef and veal exports to the United 
Kingdom, Ireland’s principal outlet, 
was due mainly to the substantial rise 
in live-cattle exports in late 1954 and 
the first half of 1955 following the de- 
control of purchases by the United 
Kingdom Government; another factor 
was increasing competition, especially 
from Argentina. Pork, bacon, and 
ham exports also fell sharply, reflect- 
ing smaller supplies, lower export 
prices, and increasing competition. 

Although exports of wool, horses, 
and tinned beef were up, these gains 
were offset by a drop in exports of 
chocolate crumb, cocoa, sugar prep- 
arations, and butter. Declining but- 


(Continued on Page 12) 





mated at about 2 million pesos an- 
nually. 

Following discussion of the route 
proposals and a review of the standard 
draft agreement’s individual clauses, 
negotiations on the civil air-trans- 
port agreement were suspended tem- 
porarily pending further review of the 
several positions by the Colombian 
and U. S. delegations. 

The Colombian airline, Routas 
Aereas sam, inaugurated international 
flights from Colombia to Curacao. This 
service will enable passengers from 
Colombia to connect at Curacao with 
international flights to Europe and 
North America. 

The proposal for the construction of 
a toll highway to connect Bogota with 
Medellin was revived. Representa- 
tives of the U. S. firm of Palmer and 
Baker revisited Colombia to obtain 
additional data on the project from 
the Governor of Antioquia, who is 
actively supporting the project. The 
project is somewhat controversial, but 
the Palmer and Baker’s representa- 
tives are reported by the press to have 
expressed optimism over the prospects 
of obtaining necessary financing. 

The gradual but persistent rise in 
the cost of living continued. Accord- 
ing to the official Statistics as pub- 
lished from January to February, the 
cost-of-living index in Bogota for 
white collar workers rose from 103 to 
103.6 and for workers from 102.7 to 
103.4 (July 1954—June 1955=100). In 
both groups the rise was accounted 
for primarily by food-price increases. 
A few wage increases were announced 
by individual enterprises, but no gen- 
eral upward revision occurred.—vU. 8. 
Emb., Bogota. 
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Iraq Allots $53 


Million for 


Import of Dollar Goods in ‘56 


The Iraq Government has allocated the sum of 18,955,000 dinars, 
or US$53,074,000, for dollar purchases in 1956. 

Principal changes in import allocations for the dollar area this 
year are increases for trucks and buses, automobile spare parts, and 
lubricating oils, and some reductions for cotton piece goods, passenger 


cars, agricultural machinery, construc- 
tion machinery, and miscellaneous 
basic materials. 


Allocations reduced, however, except 
for passenger cars, still exceed the 
value of import licenses issued for 
those items in 1955 and represent 
downward adjustments to nearer the 
import levels of last year. Most 1956 
allocations provide room for some im- 
port expansion. 


In 1955, a total of 19,975,000 dinars, 
or $55,930,000, was allocated for dollar 
purchases and import licenses to a 
value of 16,413,000 dinars, or $45,956,- 
400, were issued against that sum. 


Dollar area allocations in 1956 are 
shown in detail in the following list, 
in thousands of Iraqi dinars, together 
with notations of those which are 
larger or smaller than in 1955 (1 dinar 
=US$2.80) : 


Cloth, clothing, and dyes 
Cotton piece goods,! 250. 
Second-hand clothing, 1,000. 
Dyes for clothing, 5. 


Building and Construction Materials 

Iron joists, 10. 

Iron bars,’ 10. 

Tron angles, channels, tees, etc.,? 15. 

Timber, including plywood,? 20. 

Glass, window and other,’ 5. 

Oil paints and distemper, 20. 

Iron plates, 5. 

Metal sheets,? 75 

Water-supply materials (pipes, taps, etc,), 
including boilers and sanitary fixtures,? 75. 

Wire netting, window, 5. 

Fittings and mountings (hinges, locks, 
etc.),2 15. 

Nails and screws; bolts and nuts, 30. 


Automobiles, Accessories, Tools, Etc. 
Touring, or passenger, cars,? 1,750. 
Trucks, pickups, and buses,” 3,000. 
Automobile spare parts and accessories,” 
1,000 


Tires and tubes, 750. 

Garage and workshop equipment, 100. 

Handtools and instruments, 50. 

Batteries for cars, and others,? 50. 

Lubricating oils and greases, high-grade,* 
500 


Lubricating oils and greases, low-grade,” 250. 
Brake and axle oils,’ 50. 
Automobile paint,” 40. 


Machinery and Accessories 

Industrial machinery and accessories, 500. 

Agricultural machinery and accessories, in- 
cluding jeep-type cars,’ 1,000. 

Printing presses and accessories,! not listed. 

Excavating, building, and road construction 
machinery and accessories,* 2,000. 

Belting for machinery and accessories, 10. 

Sewing machines and accessories, 20. 

Gum resin for machine belting,’ 5. 


Medical and Sanitary Materials and Instru- 
ments 
Drugs, medicines, and pharmaceuticals, 500. 
Penicillin and other antibiotics, 10. 
Insecticides, disinfectants, etc.,1 10. 
Human blood plasma, 1. 
Medical and surgical instruments, 30. 
Dental instruments and materials, 5. 
Optical and sunglasses and accessories,’ 5. 





Milk powder and food for babies, 75. 
Laboratory material and apparatus, 10. 


Electrical and Technical Materials 


Household electric appliances, 100. 

Constructional electric appliances and ma- 
terials,’ 20. 

Electric fans, 250. 

ay conditioners, coolers, and accessories,” 


Medical and surgical instruments, 30. 

Radios, parts, tubes, and radiophono- 
graphs,’ 75. 

Cinematograph films, exposed, 100. 

Cinematograph films, unexposed, 5. 

Cinema projectors and accessories, 20. 

Carbon for cinema projectors, 2. 

Earphones, 1 

Sound-registering machines and accessories, 
20. 

Photographic film and machines (cam- 
eras),* 5. 


Household Articles 
Oil heating stoves and accessories,* 40. 
Oil cooking stoves, ranges, and accessories, 
150. 
Oil lamps, lanterns, lux lamps, and acces- 
sories,* 20. 
Chimneys for lamps of all kinds,’ 2. 
Glassware and Crockery 
Glassware and china all kinds,” 50. 
(Continued on Page 7) 





India To License 
Cotton Imports 


Licenses valid to June 30 will 
be granted for import into India 
from both dollar and nondollar 
areas of cotton of % to 1; 
inches, staple length, up to a 
maximum of 40,000 bales, the 
Indian Government has an- 
nounced. 

Licenses will be issued to mills f 
and to previous importers in the 
order in which applications are 
received until the allotment is 
exhausted. 

In view of the country’s pres- 
ent cotton supply and demand 
situation, the Government will 
not renew or extend the cotton 
export licenses that expired on 
March 31. 

Cotton exports from Septem- 
ber 1955 to April 1956 are re- 
ported as 549,421 bales, of 392 
pounds each, including ship- 
ments of 232,320 bales to Japan. 
In the corresponding periods of 
the two preceding cotton sea- 
sons 210,984 bales and 201,276 
bales, respectively, were ex- 
ported. 











Foreign Trade Controls 
Relaxed in Netherlands 


A further relaxation of Nether- 
lands foreign-trade regulations has 
been announced by the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs. 

The new regulations, which went 
into effect on March 9, cancel the 
former requirement that licenses 
must be applied for in advance for 
all individual imports or exports 
valued at over 10,000 guilders (1 
guilder—US$0.264). Thus the _  so0- 
called reporting procedure, under 
which it is sufficient only to report 
a transaction to the Central Import 
and Export Bureau, is extended to 
most imports and exports. Import or 
export licenses must now be applied 
for in advance only for the small 
category of goods still under quantita- 
tive or other Government control. 

In addition, customs and banking 
procedures involved in foreign trad- 
ing are simplified, and credit and ad- 
vance-payment terms applying to 
transactions undér the reporting pro- 
cedure are extended from 4 months 
to 6 months. A trader must apply for 
a license from the Central Import and 
Export Bureau if a credit term is for 
longer than 6 months. Formerly, li- 
censes were required if the period for 
which credit was to be extended ex- 
ceeded 4 months. 


Payment procedures also are liberal- 
ized. Netherlands purchasers now may 
make payment in any member country 
of the European Payments Union ex- 
cept Turkey for goods originating in 
any other EPU country. Similarly, 
Netherlands suppliers are authorized 
to accept payment from any EPU 
country. Goods sent to or received 
from Netherlands oversea territories, 
Indonesia, or Turkey must continue to 
be financed directly between the coun- 
tries concerned.—U. S. Emb., The 
Hague. 





British Honduran Duties 
Up on Petroleum Products 


British Honduran preferential rate 
of duty on aviation and mgtor spirits 
imports has been raised from 11 cents 
to 17 cents, local currency, per impe- 
rial gallon. 


The general rate, applicable to im- 
ports from the United States, is raised 
from 16 cents to 22 cents a gallon. 

On gas and diesel oils, the prefer- 
ential rate is increased from 9 cents 
to 11 cents a gallon and the general 
rate from 12 cents to 14 cents (1 Brit- 
ish Honduran dollar—US$0.70) . 

These changes in duties were put 
into effect by ordinance No. 3 of 
March 24. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Italy Frees Import of 
More Dollar Goods 


The Italian Government has 
expanded its libtralized dollar 
import list by about 200 of its 
tariff classifications and subclas- 
sifications, effective April 7. 

The list now covers about 40 
percent of goods makihg up 
private imports from the United 
States in 1953. 

Among the newly freed com- 
modities are a group of chemi- 
cals, including some acids and 
various metal sulfates; certain 
pharmaceuticals, including 
adrenalin and morphine; raw 
skins; and most airplanes. 
Among machinery items freed 
are some marine engines and 
certain typesetting, accounting, 
and caleulating machines. In 
the agricultural sector the list 
includes cotton linters; inedible 
taljow; and salted, dried, or 
smoked fish. 

A copy of the complete list is 
available for consultation in the 
European Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 














India Releases Raw Wool 
For Export Over 6 Months 


An undisclosed quantity of raw wool 
has been released by the Government 
of India for export in the April 1- 
September 30 period of this year. Un- 
Official estimates place the figure be- 
tween 15 million and 20 million 
pounds. 

Allotments to exporters are to be 
made on the following basis: An ex- 
porter who exported raw wool in his 
own name, for his own account, and 
at his own risk, at any time between 
January 1, 1951, and December 31, 
1955, will be given an allotment equal 
to 35 percent of his exports in the 
highest half-year period within the 
basic period, subject to a maximum al- 
lotment of 50 bales of 320 pounds each; 
a “newcomer” will be granted an allot- 
ment equal to the quantity shipped 
by him between October 1, 1955, and 
March 31, 1956, with a minimum allot- 
ment of 25 bales. 

No allotments will be granted» to 
any one who does not qualify under 
those two groups. 





Iraq Allots . 
(Continued from Page 6) 

Stationery, Books, Periodicals 

Typewriters, parts, and accessories,1 20. 

Accounting, calculating, and marking ma- 

chines and accessories 30. 

Writing paper, white,! 5. 

Newsprint (paper),! 5. 

Cardboard and hardboard, 5. 

Fountain pens and mechanical pencils,) 15. 


May 7, 1956 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Jordan Alters Import System 


The import system adopted by Jor- 
dan in 1955, which employs both a 
free- and oOfficial-rate foreign-ex- 
change market, will be continued in 
1956 with only minor changes. 


Contrary to a 1955 regulation which 
permitted 3 months’ time for the 
opening of irrevocable letters of credit, 
letters now must be opened within 
45 days after date of issuance of an 
import license. If an importer chooses 
to pay against documents, the goods 
must be shipped within 3 months from 
date of issuance of the license. The 
6-month validity period of an import 
license remains unchanged. 


As in 1955, imports are separated 
into two categories—goods originating 
in and imported from an Arab League 
State, and all goods of foreign origin. 


The latter category is divided into 
two groups, the first of which consists 
of goods deemed particularly essential 
to the Jordanian economy, which are 
identified on a special list published 
in the Official Gazette. For import 
of essentials, authorities will under- 
take upon an importer’s demand to 
issue licenses carrying the right to 
purchase foreign exchange at the offi- 
cial rate. Importers also may obtain 
import licenses for essentials with ex- 
change to be handled through’ the 
currency of an Arab League State, 
when he would benefit from a reduced 
fee. 

The second group consists of all im- 
ports not originating in the Arab 
States except the limited number of 
items prohibited entry for the protec- 
tion of local industry. Such goods will 
be granted import licenses freely, val- 
ues to be stated in the currency of one 
of the Arab League States. The im- 
porter is expected to transfer the 
amount involved from Jordanian hold- 
ings of these currencies to a free mar- 
ket, usually in Beirut, for purchase of 





Books, periodicals, and other printed mat- 
ter,? 20. 
Stationery of all kinds and ink, 5. 


Factory and Industry Requirements 

Basic (elementary) materials, including tar, 
asphalt, and trubenized cloth for stiff 
cOllars,! 250. 

Unworked aluminum.* 

Parts and accessories for maintenance of 
factories and workshops, 200. 

Various chemicals, 50. 

Leveling and engineering instruments, 5. 

Sulfur, raw and ground.* 


Miscellaneous ° 
Arms and ammunition,' 35. 
Seeds and plants, 20. 
Iron ropes and hoops, 5. 
Wrist and pocket watches, clocks, etc., 2. 
Leather dyes, 2. 
Boot polish,! 10. 
Fertilizers and manures.® 
Wheat.* 
Miscellaneous articles,? 250. 


Government and Semigovernment 
Including Oil Refinery, 3,000. 
Total, 18,955. 
1 Allocation reduced from 1955 allocation. 
2 Allocation increased over 1955 allocation. 
®* No 1956 allocation. 


° 


Orders, 


the particular foreign exchange re- 
quired.—U. S, Emb., Amman. 

Announcement of the 1955 import 
system appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 4, 1955, page 10. 

Further information on Jordanian 
import regulations may be obtained 
from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


India, Poland Plan To 
Expand Trade Volume 


Trade between India and Poland is 
planned to expand in range and 
volume under a new 3-year bilateral 
trade and mutual technical assistence 
agreement entered into between the 
Governments of the two countries. 


The agreement lists 42 items which 
will be available for export from 
Poland and 38 items for export from 
India. Indian commodities offered in- 
clude iron ore, Manganese ore, mica, 
shellac, tea, tobacco, hides and skins, 
and handicraft goods. Potential Polish 
exports include iron and steel struc- 
tures, cement, industrial chemicals, 
and machinery. 


As an outcome of the general agree- 
ment, India has agreed in the next 
3 years to supply Poland with 300,000 
tons of iron ore and to buy from that 
country 300,000 tons of iron and steel 
products and 100,000 tons of cement. 


Provision is made for closer scien- 
tific and technical cooperation between 
Indian and Polish industrial organ- 
izations by way of sharing skills, 
mutual exchange of machinery, and 
furnishing training facilities. The two 
Governments also will explore ways 
and means by which goods can be 
transported between the countries 
more economically, and the Polish 
Government has signified its willing- 
ness to supply oceangoing vessels to 
India. Settlement of accounts is to be 
in rupees. f 


The value of Indo-Polish trade has 
increased sharply in the past year. 
Indian imports from Poland climbed 
from 1.1 million rupees in 1954 to 18 
million rupees in the first 9 months of 
1955, primarily because of increases 
in imports of machinery, ball bear- 
ings, glassware, casein, and iron and 
steel products (1 rupee=US$0.21). 
Indian exports to Poland, including 
reexports, increased from 2.7 million 
rupees in 1954 to 3 million rupees in 
the first 9 months of last year. 


The new agreement, which closely 
parallels a recently signed agreement 
between India and Yugoslavia, re- 
places the Indo-Polish agreement of 
1951 which expired on March 31, 1956. 
—Emb., New Delhi. 
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Thailand Tightens Registration 


A new Trade Registration Act went 
into effect in Thailand on February 
17, superseding an act passed in 1947 
and in general setting up more strin- 
gent requirements and penalties. 


The new act also is intended as a 
census measure to provide informa- 
tion on firms now in business. 


Since the former act’s passage many 
business firms have begun operations 
without registering and others have 
gone out of business without notifying 
the authorities. The new act, with 
its stiffer penalty provisions, is ex- 
pected to be more effective. The Penal 
Code has been amended to enforce 
the new act, and the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, which administers 
the act, has set up new trade registra- 
tion offices and appointed trade reg- 
istrars. 


Registration is to take place first in 
Bangkok and then Province by Prov- 
ince until all Thailand is covered. 

The following requirements consti- 
tute additions to or other changes in 
the provisions of the 1947 act: 


eContractors; moneylenders, in- 
cluding home-loan institutions; ware- 
house operators; and such other busi- 
ness firms as may be prescribed by 
Royal Decree must register. 


eApplications for registration must 
contain type of applicant’s trade; 
names, ages, races, nationalities, and 
addresses of partners; amount of capi- 
tal invested by each; capital of the 
partnerships; amount of capital and 
number of shares of the firm; and, if 
a limited company (corporation), 
amount and value of shares held by 
persons of each nationality. 


eApplications for registration are 
to be screened by a committee ap- 
pointed by the Minister. The com- 
mittee can revoke registration certifi- 
cates for cause. A registrant whose 
certificate has been revoked must 
discontinue business and may resume 
it only upon the Minister’s permis- 
sion, at which time a new registration 
is required. 


ePenalties for failing to register, 
submitting false statements, and 
noncompliance with the auditing or 
investigative requests of the Trade 
Registrar are raised from 500 baht to 
2,000 baht, or if failure to register is 
a continuing offense, from an ad- 
ditional 20 baht to 100 baht a day (21 
baht=approximately US$1). 

ePenalties for failing to report loss 
of a certificate and applying for a 
substitute copy and for failing to ex- 
hibit the certificate conspicuously at 
the office or other place of work are 
raised from 50 baht to 200 baht, and if 
it is a continuing offense, from an ad- 
ditional 5 baht to 20 baht a day. 

ePenalties for failing to discon- 
tinue business after revocation of 


a registration certificate are fines not 
exceeding 10,000 baht or imprison- 
ment not exceeding 1 year, or both. 

eThe following fees are established, 
in baht: Registration, 50; each change 
in registration, 20; registration of 
dissolution of business, 20; issuance 
of substitute certificate in case of 
loss, 30; fee for inspection of docu- 
ments pertaining to trade registra- 
tion, 20 each; fee for copying and 
certifying documents pertaining to 
trade registration, 50 each. 


Certificates issued under the old 
act remain valid for 60 days after 
the beginning of registration in the 
area under the new act. The Min- 
ister may grant extensions at his dis- 
cretion. 





Wage Increase Goes 
In Effect in Spain 


A general wage increase was put 
into effect on April 1 in most indus- 
tries in Spain under a Ministry of 
Labor order dated March 23 modify- 
ing the basic wage schedules con- 
tained in 109 labor regulations and 
setting forth a formula for putting 
into force the general increase ap- 
proved by the Cabinet on March 2. 

Briefly, the Labor Ministry’s order 
first defines the new minimum basic 
wage as composed of the minimum 
basic wage established pursuant to the 
general increase of January 1954 plus 
the one cost-of-living allowance re- 
maining in effect after that date. 

Thus the present increase was ef- 
fected by a “special allowance” figured 
at 20 percent of the basic wage in 
force before April 1, or 16 percent of 
the pre-April 1 basic wage plus a 25- 
percent cost-of-living allowance. 

The new wage increase cannot be 
absorbed or compensated by employ- 
ers. This important provision affects 
all firms which had increased wages 
on a voluntary basis before the gen- 
eral rise of April 1. 

Athough the Ministerial order of 
March 23 is the key order pertaining 
to most industries, two separate or- 
ders, dated March 23 and 27, were 
issued to cover the textile industry. 
This industry received special treat- 
ment because of the “particular cir- 
cumstances in it.” 

The newly amended wage tables 
probably will not be published in com- 
plete form for some time. In the 
meantime employers will use the old 
tables and modify them in accordance 
with the new orders. 

A highly important aspect of Spain’s 
overall wage-increase program is the 
wages of agricultural workers. As yet 
no order has been issued for an in- 


Indo-Yugoslav Trade 
Expected To Expand 


Trade between India and Yugo- 
slavia is expected to reach a much 
higher level under a 3-year trade 
and mutual technical assistance 
agreement signed between the coun- 
tries in New Delhi on March 31. 

Important items on the list of com- 
modities to be exported from India 
to Yugoslavia include iron ore, man- 
ganese ore, mica, shellac, myrobolan 
and its extract, tea, coffee, tobacco, 
spices, hides and skins, cotton, tex- 
tiles, raw cotton, raw wool, wool waste, 
jute goods, and handicraft and cot- 
tage-industry products. 


Among principal items said to be 
available for export from Yugoslavia 
to India are dyeing and tanning sub- 
stances, insulating boards, iron and 
steel products, railway stock, turbines, 
electrical transformers, aluminum 
products, lead products, cement, and 
miscellaneous machinery. 

Each country is to accord most- 
favored-nation treatment to the 
trade. Payments are to be settled in 
Indian rupees or pounds sterling. 

There will be much closer scientific 
and technical cooperation between the 
countries by way of sharing technical 
skills, providing for the training of 
technicians, and exchanging equip- 
ment and machinery. 


By an exchange of separate letters 
the two Governments agree to assist 
their respective trading organizations, 
including the projected State Trading 
Corporation of India, and to arrange 
meetings of technical experts with a 
view to expediting the conclusion of 
contracts for India’s purchase of 
Yugoslav ships. 


In the period April-December 1955 
India imported from Yugoslavia goods 
to a value of about 2.4 million rupees 
and exported to that country about 
1.6 million rupees’ worth (1 rupee=US 
$0.21). Both figures are less than 1 
percent of India’s total imports from 
all countries. 


The new agreement became effective 
on April 1 and will remain valid until 
December 31, subject to revision each 
year of its schedule of items to be 
exchanged. It replaces a former agree- 
ment finalized by the countries on 
November 8, 1953, and later renewed 
on.an annual basis.—U. S. Emb., New 
Delhi. 








crease, although reportedly it is the 
Government’s intention to do so. 

The Spanish press had praised the 
general increases for workers but has 
also stressed the need for drastic 
changes in the fiscal system as @ 
means of effecting a more equitable 
distribution of the increasing national 
income.—U. S. Emb., Madrid. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








British Directory 


Lists Exporters 


Lindley-Jones & Bro., Ltd., 52 
Bishopsgate, E. C. 2 London, has 
published the 1955 edition of the 
Mercantile Year Book and Direc- 
tory of Exporters in London, 
Manchester, Liverpool, Birming- 
ham, Glasgow, Bradford, and 
other centers. 

The publication contains list- 
ings of export merchants in 
these and other provincial cities 
and towns in England; a classi- 
fied listing of goods exported by 
London merchants; a list of 
oversea buyers together with the 
names of their British represent- 
atives; advertising appendix; 
and a section on export services. 

A copy of this directory is 
available for review in the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or may be pur- 
chased from the publishers for 
31s.6d., or approximately US$4.50. 











Pakistan Firm Wants 
Plant Equipment 


Fabricating equipment and com- 
ponents for assembling air-condition- 
ing and refrigerating machinery and 
parts are wanted by the National Re- 
frigeration Co., Ltd., Jaffer Chambers, 
Victoria Road, Karachi. 

This firm has been authorized by 
the Government of Pakistan to erect 
an assembly plant for this purpose. 
Planned capacity of the plant with 
regard to refrigerators is a maximum 
of 300 domestic refrigerators, 20 com- 
mercial refrigerators, and 30 indus- 
trial water coolers a month. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this company is available to qualified 
U. S. firms from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 

Firms may wish to communicate 
with the National Refrigeration Co., 
Ltd. at the address given. 


Governments in Six Countries Invite 
Bids for Equipment and Materials, 


Six foreign governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a number 
of items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence iivision, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, V shing- 
ton 25, D. C., as indicated &  ymbol 
ce"? 

Argentina: 


Twenty-five diesel locomotives, bid 
deadline May 10, tenders to be sent to 
the Ministry of Transport, Oficina de 
Licitaciones del Ferrocarril General 
Belgrano, Avda. Maipu No. 4, Buenos 
Aires. 

This purchase is independer* of 
and in advance of the call for bic. on 
200 locomotives announced in Fo eign 
Commerce Weekly, April 30, 1956. page 
20. Special consideration will be 
given to bids including financing fa- 
cilities. Special importance will be 
given to delivery, which mur’. ef- 
fected within a period of 12. . ...hs.* 


Belgian Congo: 


Insecticide and parasiticide prod- 
ucts worth $140,000, bid deadline May 
25. Bids should be addressed to the 
Section des Approvisionnements Medi- 
caux de la Teme Direction Generale, 
Leopolville-Est, Belgian Congo.* 


Greece: 


Twenty-five petrol-driven pumps 
and 15 semirotary hand pumps, bid 
deadline May 22; 1 central radiotele- 
phone station and 8 mobile ones, May 
17; telephone material, June 4. 
Tenders should be sent to the Ministry 
of Finance, State Procurement Serv- 
ice, 56 El. Venizelos Street, Athens.* 

Repetition of bid announcement for 
765,000 vials of crystal penicillin, dead- 
line May 9, by Ministry of Fin- 
ance. Tenders modifying terms and 
conditions of original announcement 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 28, 
1955, p. 15) available.* 

Aircraft engine spare parts; bids to 
be sent before May 29 to the Ministry 
of Social Welfare, Sanitary Engineer- 





Paraguay Association Needs 
Modern Milling Equipment 


The Asociacion de Productores de 
Alimentos Balanceados — Association 
of Producers of Balanced Feedstuffs, 
Estrella 171, Of. 17, Asuncion, would 
like to purchase a complete plant for 
production of balanced feed for ani- 
mal consumption. 


A modern plant having a milling 


May 7, 1956 


capacity of 200 to 300 tons per 8-hour 
day is desired. Principal raw materials 
to be used are wheat bran, cotton- 
seed cake, coconut cake, and cotton 
cake. Heavy-duty machinery to proc- 
ess the hard cottonseed cake is re- 
quired. 

Suppliers are invited to communi- 
cate with the association at the ad- 
dress given. 
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ing Division, 17 Aristotelous Street, 
Athens.* 

Nitrogen units, 25,000 metric tons in 
the form of nitrogenous fertilizers, 
and potassium sulfate fertilizer, 5,000 
metric tons, estimated total value 
$9.5 million. Bid deadline May 31. 
Machinery equipment for cleaning, 
glazing, sorting, and packing of dry 
beans in small bags. Bid deadline May 
28. Bids invited by the Agricultural 
Bank of Greece, Permanent Supplies 
Committee, 23 El. Venizelos Street, 
Athens.* 

Dairy equipment, including auto- 
matic scale, milk-can washer, strain- 
er, pasteurizer, cream cooler, cream 
tank, milk tank, butter-packaging 
machine, boiler, and refrigerating 
unit, bid deadline May 30. One floor- 
type telephone exchange (switch- 
board), 24-volt, for connecting and 
disconnecting communications with 
switchboard plugs, bid deadline May 
28. These purchases to be made by 
the Copais Organization, Office of 
Supplies, 15A Xenophon Street, Ath- 
ens. * 

One crane, 5 tractors, and 1 fork 
truck, bid deadline May 28, required 
by the Ministry of Defense, Navy Gen- 
eral Staff, 2 Paparighopoulou Street, 
Athens. * 

Additional information and assist- 
nee to prospective bidders may be 
obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th Street 
}P'*V., Washington, D. C. 


Guatemala: 

Bids for 13 steel superstructures for 
Guatemalan highway bridges have 
been requested by the Departamento 
de Bienes Nacionales, Licitaciones y 
Asuntos Alemanes, 14 Calle No. 3-60, 
Zona 1, Guatemala City, deadline 
June 5. Further information, plans, 
and specifications are available from 
the Direccion General de Caminos, 
Campo de la Feria Aurora, Guatemala 
City, in return for 50 yards of helio- 
graphic paper 42 inches wide. * 


Pakistan: 
About 500,000 pin-type porcelain in- 


- sulators, deadline May 23. Bids invited 


by Purchase Co-ordinating Officer, 
Posts and Telegraphs Directorate Gen- 
eral, Block 32, Pak Secretariat, 
Karachi.* 


New Zealand: 


Supply and delivery of two 20,000 
kv.-a. 110/11 kv. transformer banks 
and spare units, specifications S.H.D. 
22/140/21 and 22/152/21, deadline 
July 17. Bids invited by the State 
Hydro-Electric Department, Welling- 
ton.* 











WORLD TRADE LEADS_ 








India Firm Plans 


Debipershad & Sons, 14F Connaught 
Place, New Delhi, is seeking U. S. tech- 
nical and capital collaboration in 
establishing a fruit- and vegetable- 
canning factory, including plants for 
the manufacture of orange-juice pow- 
der, frozen orange juice, jellies, syrups, 
and cordials. 

U. S. investment in the form of 
machinery and technical know-how is 
desired, in exchange for active par- 
ticipation in the management and a 
share-in-profits arrangement. 

The Indian firm, said to be an old, 
established, joint-family concern of 
bankers, contractors, and mill owners, 
is active in cold-storage operations 
and in mechanized farming. An ini- 
tial medium-sized operation with a 
production capacity of about 800 tons 
a year has been proposed, with gradual 
expansion to be undertaken as de- 
mand increases. 

Supplemental data, including com- 
ments on the market outlook, price 
structure for raw materials, plant lo- 
cation, and the Indian Government’s 
attitude regarding the canning in- 
dustry, are available for review on 
loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. A World 
Trade Directory report on Debiper- 
shad & Sons also is available to qual- 
ified U. S. firms from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division for $1. Firms are 
invited to correspond direct with 
Jainarain Pershad Agarwal at the 
New Delhi address. 


Netherlands Producer 
Seeks U. S. Know-How 


N. V. Chemische Fabrisk Naarden, 
Postbox 2, Bussum, Naarden, a large 
manufacturer of pharmaceutical 
chemicals, synthetic perfumes, essen- 
tial oils, etc., in the Netherlands, is 
interested in U. S. cooperation for 
the manufacture of petrochemicals, 
petroleum-fuels additives, lubrication- 
oil additives, and semibulk products 
in the field of organic chemicals. 


Technical assistance, know-how, 
patents, and processes are of primary 
interest to the Netherlands firm; cap- 
ital participation would be considered 
if a suitable agreement on a 50-50 
basis regarding capital, profit, and 
management could be reached with 
a U. S. investor. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with W. A. van Dorp 
and W. J. C. de Kok, managers of the 
firm, at the Naarden address. A World 
Trade Directory report on N. C. Chem- 
ische Fabrisk. Naarden is available 
to qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 





Canniny Factory 


mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for $1. 





Fuel Pumping Units 
Needed in Greece 


A new project in Greece has been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding proce- 
dure of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The project calls for supply of 3 
fuel pumping units and accessories. 
Bids must be submitted by May 14 to 
the Public Works Directorate of the 
Greek General Air Staff, Ministry of 
National Defense, 15 Filellinon Street, 
Athens. 


A copy of the bidding documents 
and drawings is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding program. may be 
obtained from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, or from any of the 
Department’s Field Offices. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE | 


The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, er samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





LICENSING OPPORTUNITY 


Tires: “ 

Korea — Unsung Sanup Chusik 
Wheisa (Eun Sung Industrial Co., Ltd.) 
(importing distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent, indirect manufacturer), 51-8, 
1-ka, Choongmu-ro, Choong-ku, Seoul, 
wishes to negotiate directly with a 
U. S. tubeless-tire patentee or manu- 
facturer with a view to obtaining 
manufacturing rights for tubeless tires 
in Korea. 





IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Animals: 

British East Africa—Edinburgh, Ltd. 
(general traders in wild game and ag- 
ricultural products), P. O. Box 564, 
Kitale, Kenya, wishes to export direct 
or through agent monkeys. 

Bells: 

Italy — Achille Mazzola (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), Valduggia 
(Vercelli Province), wishes to export 
direct or through agent high-quality 
bronze bells of any tonalities and 
weight, and accessories. 

Building Accessories: 

Germany—Rolladenwerk Gebr. Ef- 
fertz (manufacturer, exporter), 22a 
Am Gerstacker, Rheydt, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent blinds of 
all kinds, and hand or electrically 
driven foliing doors and gates. Cata- 
log in German available.* 

Curios and Novelties: 

Iran — Fadavi Bros. (commission 
merchant), Isfahan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent Persian mo- 
saic ware (Khatem) and Persian 
enamelware (Mina) boxes, jewelry, 
cigarette cases, novelties, and picture 
frames. 

Electrical Equipment and Supplies: 

Australia — R. V. B. Engineering 
Products, Ltd. (manufacturer of auto- 
motive horns, tire gages, warning sig- 
nals, and garage equipment), 144-150 
Hall St., Spotswood, Victoria, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
electric flameproof signals. Descriptive 
and illustrated leaflets available.* 

Germany—Land- und Seekabelwerke 
Aktiengesellschaft (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 94/120 Niehler Strasse, Koeln- 
Nippes, wishes to export direct or 
through agent cables of all kinds. 
Leaflet in German available.* 

Germany—Otto Meinzer, Metallwar- 
enfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 9 
Freiligrathstrasse, Iserlohn/Westf., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of swivel joints 
for lighting fixtures. Catalog in Ger- 
man available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

Italy—C. Rebaudengo & Figli (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 24 
Corso Ferrucci, Turin, wishes to export 
direct or through agent prepared pow- 
dered mixes for gelatins, puddings, 
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broth, and mineral waters; also va- 
nilla-flavored sugar stated to be in- 
stantly soluble for pastry making, 
canning, and other uses. Also, pure 
saffron powder packaged in small en- 


,velopes. 


Hides and Skins: 
India—K. M. Ahmad & Co. (export- 


, er), 22 Zakaria St., Calcutta 1, wishes 


to export direct or through agent dry- 
salted and wetsalted Calcutta goat- 
skins and reptile skins. Quantity, 
quality, and specifications to buyers’ 
requirements. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Paper: 


Norway—Hartner & Co. A/S (export 
merchant), P. O. Box 3066, Oslo, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent newsprint and other types of 
paper. 

Seeds, Bulbs, and Nursery Stock: 

France — Etablissements Latour- 
Marliac (grower, exporter), 8 rue 
Blanc-Dutrouilh, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct large quanti- 
ties of very good quality hardy aquatic 
plants such as nelumbiums and water 
lilies (nymphaea family) of different 
colors. 

Silverware: 

Iran —Fadavi Bros. (commission 
merchant), Isfahan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent black and/or 
white hand-engraved silverware, in- 
cluding complete tea sets, tableware, 
carving sets, and similar items. Types 
and designs as requested by buyer. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Building Materials: 

Canada—Burbank Construction, Ltd. 
(building construction and stone quar- 
rying), 614 Briar Hill, Toronto, On- 
tario, wishes to purchase direct from 
quarries natural building stone. 

Clothing: 

Netherlands—N. V. Gebr. Veth’s 
Handelmaatschappij (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter of general mer- 
chandise: commission merchant han- 
dling textile goods), 123 Prins Hen- 
drikkade, Amsterdam, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 
stockings, underwear, blouses, and 
haberdashery. 

Electronic Equipment: 

Netherlands—N. V. Machinefabriek 
Finis (importing distributor), van 
Nispenstraat 15, Ulft, Gelderland, 
wishes to purchase direct equipment 
for smoking ham electronically. 

Foodstuffs: 

Canada—Menzies-Gibson, Ltd., (im- 
porting distributor), 80 George St., 
Toronto 2, Ontario, wishes to purchase 
direct foodstuffs, confectionery, and 
sundries. 

France—Societe Nouvelle Badin Def- 
forey (importing distributor), rue de 
l'Industrie, Lagnieu (Ain), wishes to 
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Houseware Directory Has 
International Section 


The 1956 National Housewares 
Directory contains a new inter- 
national section. 

Names and addtesses of 
manufacturers of housewares in 
other countries are listed, to- 
gether with their trade names 
and products, as well as names 
and addresses of their repre- 
sentatives in the United States 
and Canada. 

The new edition, comprising 
550 pages, is available at $10 a 
copy from the National House- 
wares Directory Office, 1355 
Market Street, San Francisco, 
Calif. 











purchase direct good- and choice- 
quality dried fruit, including Santa 
Clara plums, and apricots, 2,000 cases 
of 12% kilograms. 

General Merchandise: 


Nicaragua—Agencias Munsaco (sales 
agent and/or wholesaler), Aptdo. 1295, 
Managua, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for groceries, toilet 
goods, novelty items, and cloth in bulk 
for general household use. 

Household Goods: 


Nicaragua—Agencias Munsaco (sales 
agent and/or wholesaler), Aptdo. 
1295, Managua, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for iron beds 
and kerosene stoves. 

Iron and Steel: 


India — Hyderabad Allwyn Metal 
Works, Ltd. (manufacturer of steel 
furniture, safes, strong room doors, 
and bus bodies; importer of bus-body 
building materials and accessories), 
Sanatnagar, Hyderabad 16, wishes to 
purchase direct mild steel angles, size 
1%” x 116” x %”, monthly require- 
ment about 200 long tons; mild steel 
sheets, 10 to 22 gages, monthly re- 
quirement about 250 long tons. 

Machinery: 


Italy — “Abrasivi” Soc. per Azioni 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of steel 
granules for sandblasting metals), 31 
Strada del Lionetto, Turin, wishes to 
purchase direct from U. S. firm ma- 
chinery for the production of steel 
and cast-iron granules to be used as 
abrasives, or to be appointed as agent 
for all of Italy of U. S. firms produc- 
ing steel and cast-iron abrasives. 

Oils: 

Italy—Dott. Luciano Pitre’ & C. 
(manufacturer), 57 r. Via Rivarolo, 
Genoa/Rivarolo, wishes to purchase 
direct drying fish oils for the prepara- 
cf varnish bases (especially menhaden 
oil), 500 metric tons annually. 


Railroad and Railway Equipment: 


England—Anthony Maufe & Co., Ltd. 


(export agent), 14 Arlington St., Pic- 
cadilly, London, S. W. 1, wishes to 
purchase direct secondhand rails. for 
shipment to India as follows: 5,000 
tons, in lengths of 33 to 40 £:., with 
greater percentage in 40-ft. lengths, 
weight 70-80 lbs. per yd.; 5,000 to 
10,000 tons, in lengths of 33 to 40 ft., 
with greater percentage in 40 ft. 
lengths, weight 60-90 lbs. per yd.; 
1,000 to 2,000 tons, in lengths of 27 
to 30 ft., weight 60-70 lbs. per yd., 
or as may be available. 

Seeds, Bulbs, and Nursery Stock: 

France — Etablissements Latour- 
Marliac (grower, exporter), 8 rue 
Blanc-Dutrouilh, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
is interested in receiving documenta- 
tion and current price quotations for 
relatively large quantities of exotic wa- 
ter lilies (nenuphars exotiques). 

Shoemakers’ Supplies: 

Nicaragua—Agencias Munsaco (sales 
agent and/or wholesaler), Aptdo. 1295, 
Managua, wishes to purchase direct 
and ohtain agency for good-quality 
shoemaking tools and materials for 
use by local handmade shoe industry. 
Firm states local shoemaking industry 
is almost entirely cottage type, and 
uses locally produced leather uppers; 
however, most other materials and 
equipment are imported. 

Toilet Goods: 

Netherlands—Firma J. van Kampen 
(importing distributor), 1-3 Waal- 
steeg, Amsterdam, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for perfumes, 
cosmetics, and toilet articles. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agent: 

Italy — Arsenio G. Sala (agent), 89 
Via Giordano Bruno, Turin, wishes to 
be appointed as agent for U. 8S. firms, 
who intend to grant concession to 
Italian firms of new patents for sider- 
urgical, mechanical, and chemical in- 
dustries. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Equip- 
ment: 

England—D. B. Lindsay (manufac- 
turer’s agent), c/o Hong Kong & 
Shanghai Banking Corp., 9 Grace- 
church St., London, E. C. 3, seeks 
agency for aircraft, aero engines, and 
accessories; aircraft parts; aircraft 
equipment, including  floodlighting 
systems and landing-light systems; 
construction equipment for airports 





and roads; tractors; and tools for 
heavy and light industry. 
Clothing: 


Union of South Africa—J. A. Gittle- 
son, (Pty.) Ltd. (manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative), P.O. Box 410, Durban, 
seeks agency for clothing, such as in- 
expensive nylon blouses for women; 
and anklet socks for men, including 
seconds. 

Insecticides and Fertilizers: 

Nicaragua—Sociedad Agricola Mer- 
cantil Nicaraguense, S.A. (importer, 
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sales agent, exporter), Managua, 
wishes to obtain agency for insecti- 
cides and fertilizers for cotton, coffee, 
and sesame production. 

Machinery: 

Finland—Armas Jarnstrom (import 
agency specializing in packing and 
baling machines, steel strip for baling, 
and industrial stapling machines), 
Bulevardi 17 C 19, Helsinki, seeks 
agency for the following: Good-qual- 
ity, modern automatic packing ma- 
chines; good-quality, modern baling 
machines (firm is not interested in 
large-sized 60- 100-ton baling presses) ; 
good-quality, modern stapling ma- 
chines for the upholstery industry, of 
a type which can penetrate plywood 
and hardboard. Descriptive illustrated 
literature and price information de- 
sired. 


Nicaragua—Sociedad Agricola Mer- 
cantil Nicaraguense, S.A. (importer, 
sales agent, exporter), Managua, seeks 
agency for agricultural machinery for 
cotton, coffee, and sesame production. 

Metal and Metal Products: 

Sweden—Harald Dahle & Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), Kungsgatan 9 A, Goteborg C, 
seeks agency for semifinished and 
finished metals for all purposes. Firm 
specializes in cadmium bronze wire 
rope. 

Wales—Curran Steels, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Curran Road, 
Cardiff, wishes to obtain manufactur- 
ing agency filling direct orders from 
a U.S. firm having its own European 
sales organization, and wishing to use 
manufacturing facilities in the ster- 
ling area. Firm has a steel foundry 
with fabricating and machine shops 
capable of producing earthmoving 
equipment, roadmaking equipment, 





Irish Trade ... 


(Continued from Page 5) 
ter shipments reflected lower milk 
production caused by dry weather, 
while falling exports of chocolate and 
sugar products resulted from an over- 
supply in Britain. , 

Ireland’s imports from all mone- 
tary areas increased in 1955; imports 
from the sterling area were up £9.8 
million and from dollar countries, £9 
million. The principal rise in dollar 
imports was in wheat and maize. Ex- 
ports to the dollar area rose in 1955 
as a result of increased sales to the 
United States, particularly of pic- 
tures and drawings; wool, and woolen 
and worsted fabrics. 

The Irish Government in 1955 ex- 
tended its program to assist ex- 
porters. Trade missions were sent to 
Sweden, Germany, and the Nether- 
lands, and the Dollar Export Promo- 
tion Board extended its services to 
other areas of the world. 
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and dredging and mining equipment. 
Booklet describing types of articles 
manufactured by firm available.* 

Plastics: 

Union of South Africa—J. A. Gittle- 
son (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative), P. O. Box 410, Durban, 
seeks agency for plastic cloth for 
upholstering purposes. Firm is inter- 
ested in direct representation of mill 
only. 

Refrigerators: 

Kuwait—Ahmed Sayid Hashim Al- 
Gharabally (importer, retailer, whole- 
saler, exporter), P. O. Box 98, Ghar- 
abally St., Kuwait, wishes to obtain 
agency for refrigerators. 

Sporting Goods: 

Italy—Arsenio G. Sala (agent), 89 
Via Giordano Bruno, Turin, seeks 
agency for U. S. manufacturers of 
sporting articles and novelties. 

Textiles: 

Italy — Italo Susta (agent, whole- 
saler), 21 Via Emilia, Biella (Vercelli 
Province), seeks agency from U. S. 
firms dealing in new and used cotton 
rags; remnants of cotton fabrics; and 
new and used white and colored cot- 
ton knittings. 

Union of South Africa—J. A. Gittle- 
son (Pty.), Ltd., (manufacturer’s rep- 
resentative), P. O. Box 410, Durban, 
seeks agency for inexpensive cotton, 
rayon, and nylon piece goods; span- 
gled voiles, 44” to 45” in width, suit- 
able for Indian saries; and cotton and 
rayon upholstering materials. Firm 
interested in direct representative of 
mill only. 

Union of South Africa — Edward 
Woodhams & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 80 Yorkshire House, Field St., 
Durban, wishes to obtain agency for 
printed, plain, embossed, tinseled, and 
gold-threaded nylon piece goods; and 
rayon taffetas and satins, 36” or 44” 
and over in width. Firm wishes direct 
representation of mill only. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











France—Francais Tarbouriech, rep- 
resenting Bozel-Maletra (wholesaler, 
manufacturer of chemical products), 
38, rue de Lisbonne, Paris (8), is in- 
terested in establishing contact with 
U. S. chemical firms for possible sales 
and licensing arrangements, and 
wishes technical information on ferro- 
alloy and potassium salt production 
processes. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 14, via New York, for a month’s 
visit. No U. S. address given. Itinerary: 
New York, Philadelphia. Wilmington, 
Washington, and Cincinnati. 

Germany—Guenter Deiss, represent- 
ing Guenter Deiss, Raboisen 8, Ham- 
burg, is interested in contacting im- 


ee 


porters of frozen fish and fish prod- 
ucts. Was scheduled to arrive April 
18, via New York, for a 2-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o St. Regis Hotel, 
Fifth Ave. and 55th St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and Wash- 
ington. 


Germany—Raimund Schulz, repre- 
senting Hanns W. Brose GmbH (ad- 
vertising agency), 24-26 Freiherr vom 
Steinstrasse, Frankfort on the Main, 
is interested in negotiating with U. 8, 
firms which may wish to employ his 
agency’s services in Germany in the 
field of advertising, sales promotion, 
and market research. Was scheduled 
to arrive April 20, via New York, fora 
3-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o American Asso- 
ciation of Advertising Agencies, Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., New York 17, N. Y¥, 
Itinerary: New York, White Sulphur 
Springs (W. Va.), Washington, Chi- 
cago, and St. Louis (Mo.). 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled itn the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Pield Of- 
fices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 


the compilations. 


Advertising Media—Ecuador. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Italy. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Union of South Africa. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Deal- 
ers—Honduras. 

Business Firms—Bermuda. 

Business Firms—Borneo. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Egypt. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Brazil. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Paraguay. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—E] Salvador. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Trinidad. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Denmark. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Switzerland. 

Motion Picture Theatres—Venezuela, 

Naval Store Importers and Dealers 
—Netherlands. 

Petroleum Industry—Western Ger- 
many and Berlin. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Austria. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Philippines. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








New Zealand Holds First 


Aviation-Farm Show 


An agricultural aviation show, 
reported to be the first ever 
held, is scheduled for November 
9 and 10 at Palmerston North, 
New Zealand. 

The show will be run in con- 
junction with the Seventh In- 
ternational Grasslands Congress 
and is being sponsored by the 
Aviation Industry Association of 
New Zealand in collaboration 
with interested commercial or- 
ganizations and Government 
departments. 

The show is designed to pro- 
vide an opportunity for agri- 
culturists interested in aerial 
farming to observe the latest 
equipment and techniques. 











British Fair Exhibits 
Wide Range of Toys 


The Third British Toy Fair, for- 
merly held at Brighton as a separate 
and independent exhibit, was incorpo- 
rated with the British Industries Fair 
and held in London February 22- 
March 22, 1956. 

Approximately 200 exhibitors par- 
ticipated, exhibiting the wide range of 
toys—Davy Crockett equipment and 
space travel lines as well as the old 
favorities—which has made the United 
Kingdom one of the world’s largest 
producers and exporters of toys. 
United Kingdom manufacturers pro- 
duce toys valued at £30 million an- 
nually, exporting about one-fifth of 
their production (£1—US$2.80). 

The fair attracted 43,282 persons 
including 4,042 foreign buyers repre- 
senting 90 foreign countries. Of the 
latter figure, only Australian’s repre- 
sentation was larger than that of the 
United States, which indicated that 
the United States again would be in 
the running as one of the largest 
markets for toys produced in the 
United Kingdom. 





Two International Motor 
Shows Scheduled in London 


Two motor shows, organized by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders are scheduled at Earls Court, 
London, England. 

The first, the International Com- 
mercial Motor Transport Show, the 
18th in a series held every other year, 
will be held September 21-29, except 
Sunday, September 23. 

The second, the 4lst International 
Motor Show, will be open October 17- 
27, except Sunday, October 21. 
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Israel Forms Traveling 
Fair To Promote Trade 


The Israel Government has estab- 
lished a traveling trade fair, which 
will visit the United States and 
Canada, as a means of stimulating 
the country’s exports. 

The fair will open in Chicago on 
May 21, in Cleveland on June-3, De- 
troit on June 10, and Montreal, 
Canada, June 27. 

The exhibition will comprise all 
branches of Israel industry. Financial 
institutions, hotels, and exporters of 
agricultural products also will be 
represented. 

Israel products now selling in the 
United States and Canada will be 
shown as well as those scheduled for 
export by next year. The Israel Gov- 
ernment expects through the exhibi- 
tion to broaden the sales of its prod- 
ucts through retail outlets in the 
United States, particularly in the mid- 
West. 

Organizers of the exhibition are the 
Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Manufacturers Association, and Com- 
mittee for Fairs and Exhibitions. 


Osaka Fair Exhibitor Sells 
$1 Million Worth of Engines 


Japanese orders for more than $1 
million worth of American-made en- 
gines were placed with one U. S. firm 
at the Osaka fair, the Office of Inter- 
national Trade Fairs, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, has disclosed. 

The orders, placed during the first 
4 days of the fair, were for small in- 
expensive gasoline motors. Japanese 
farmers ordered from the same firm 
more than $100,000 worth of farm 
tools, such as water pumps and in- 
secticide and _ sprinkler irrigation 
systems. 

The U. S. firm attributed the spec- 
tacular sales to a combination of fac- 
tors, such as the equipment’s inex- 
pensive cost, necessity to Japanese 
farmers, adaptation to Japan’s needs, 
and the tremendous market for all 
types of mechanized farm units. 

Finalization of the Japanese orders 
is contingent on allocation of foreign 


exchange by the Japanese Govern- 
ment. 








Mexico City Plans Trade Fair 


An electronics trade fair will be 
held in October in Mexico City, the 
Asociacion Mexicanade Ingenieros en 
Comunicaciones Electricas y Electro- 
nica—P. O. Box 20443, Mexico, D. F.— 
has announced. 

About 17 U. S. manufacturers of 
electronic equipment reportedly have 
indicated their interest in participat- 
ing in this exposition. 


U. S. Exhibit at Milan 


Draws Sizable Crowds 


During the first 10 days of the In- 
ternational Samples Fair in Milan, 
Italy, more than 6,000 visitors an hour 
totaling 525,000 visited the U. S. Cen- 
tral Exhibit, which emphasized every- 
day uses of nuclear energy, the Office 
of International Trade Fairs, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, has an- 
nounced. 

The 10-day total was achieved de- 
spite cloudy, cold, and frequently 
rainy weather. 

The Milan fair, considered one of 
the largest and best organized sample 
markets in the world, had 30 exhibits 
by various countries and about 30,000 
by private industry. The 15-day fair 
started April 12. 

The American exhibit included a 
fully animated demonstration of 
radioisotopes. Displays illustrated 
how the isotopes could be used as 
highly refined research tools in a wide 
variety of biological, agricultural, and 
industrial problems. 

On the opening day-of the fair, 
Italy’s President Don Giovanni 
Gronchi, and the Honorable Antonio 
Segni, Prime Minister, toured the 
American pavilion. 


They were most impressed report- 
edly with a display paying tribute to 
Dr. Enrico Fermi, the famous Italian 
physicist, who contributed so much 
to atomic developments in the United 
States. 


President Gronchi and his party 
also showed particular interest in a 
model railroad display demonstrating 
one of the many possible uses of 
atomic energy, and the “magic 
hands,” the mechanical remote-con- 
trol device used in research labo- 
ratories to handle radioactive and 
contaminated materials. 


Dornbirn Export and Sample 
Fair Space Already Taken 


Space for the 1956 Dornbirn Export 
and Sample Fair, July 27-August 5, has 
been sold out, according to reports 
from Vienna. ; 

This year’s display of textile ma- 
chines, equipment, and accessories re- 
portedly will be the largest since the 
fair opened in 1949. Among the displays 
listed are a large new embroidering 
machine of West German manufac- 
ture; various types of weaving looms; 
dressing machines for cotton and 
staple-fiber spinning mills; weaving, 
spooling, and braiding machines; as 
well as different types of machines for 
the domestic and foreign readymade 
clothing industries. 
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Inter-American Travel Congress 
Plans for Cooperative Action 


Important contributions to the development of travel and tourism in 
the Western Hemisphere were made by the sixth Inter-American Travel 
Congress, held at San Jose, Costa Rica, April 14-21. 

Inasmuch as all of the 21 American Republics except Paraguay and 
Venezuela were represented by official delegations the unanimous de- 


cisions reached will be regarded as a 
basis for future activities. Close co- 
operation between Government and 
private industry was evidenced at the 
meeting. 

Major accomplishments include the 
following: 

On the basic problem of docu- 
mentation for international travelers, 
the Congress recommended to all 
Governments complete elimination of 
police certificates, special entry and 
exit permits, and transit visas, and if 
possible unilateral elimination of 
visas, tourist cards, or similar docu- 
ments. It also established the object- 
ive of limiting documentary require- 
ments to a minimum of three—proof 
of identity and nationality, a simple 
form for statistical purposes, and 
international certificate of vaccina- 
tion. 


Ratification by all Governments of 
the two 1954 United Nations con- 
ventions on customs facilities for 
tourists and for private automobiles 
also was recommended. [The U. S. 
Senate on April 19 gave its consent to 
ratification of both these conventions 
by the U. S. Government.] A special 
study was authorized on the problem 
of foreign-exchange availability for 
international travelers. 


Governments were urged to simplify 
as much as possible documentary re- 
quirements applicable to civil avi- 
ation, in conformity with annex 9 of 
the International Civil Aviation Con- 
vention, Chicago, 1944. 

The Congress recommended to all 
Governments that their documentary 
requirements for ship passengers 
should be the same as those for air 
travelers, and that consular visa of 
documents required for entry or de- 
parture of passenger ships be elim- 
inated. 

Support was given to the ratifi- 
cation by all Governments of the 
Convention on Road Traffic of 1949 
and the Convention on Inter-Amer- 
ican Automotive Traffic of 1943. Both 
these agreements provide among 
other matters for reciprocal recog- 
nition of driver’s licenses and regis- 
tration plates in international travel 
by private automobile. 

Study was authorized of inter- 
national railway transport of pas- 


sengers as it relates to tourism 
development. 

A resolution of special interest to 
14 





private industry pointed out the 
urgent need for construction and ex- 
pansion of hotels and similar estab- 
lishments in Latin America. It 
established a series of provisions for 
an “ideal” model law in a country de- 
Siring to establish favorable con- 
ditions for attracting private capital. 
These provisions include designation 
of the hotel industry as essential from 
the standpoint of national interest, 
provision of national hotel credit, 
Government guaranties on principal 
and interest payments, customs 
exemptions for import of materials 
and equipment, and admission of 
expert personnel from other countries 
for reasonable periods. 

Provision of accommodations for 
motorists on the Inter-American 
Highway, which is expected to be 
opened for through traffic from the 
Mexico-Guatemala border to the 
Panama Canal by 1959, was found to 
be an especially urgent problem. A 
resolution envisaged a chain of 16 
modern motels at approximately 100- 
mile intervals, the basic cost of which 
was estimated at $2.5 million, and 
joint action by the Governments of 
the six Republics directly affected and 
private industry was recommended. 

The Congress requested the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau to appoint 
a committee of experts to cooperate 
with the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses in establishing minimum 
standards of sanitation for tourist 
accommodations. The Secretariat was 





Air Traffic Radar To Be 


Installed in Canada 


A $5-million contract has been 
let for long-range surveillance 
radar equipment to be installed 
at 15 major Canadian airports 
for control of civil aircraft, the 
Canadian Minister of Transport 
announced on April 11. 

The contract has been award- 
ed to a U. S. company. 

Scheduled for installation in 
1957-58, the long-range, high- 
altitude equipment will provide 
an almost continuous network 
of air-traffic control from coast 
to coast. 











instructed to widely distribute a re- 
port prepared for the Congress by the 
U. S. Public Health Service on Sani- 
tation Aspects of Travel. It was 
recognized that intergovernmental 
agreement on minimum standards for 
water supply, food, plumbing, kitchen 
facilities, and similar items would be 
a long step forward on this important 
phase of traveler’s safety. 

Attention was given to improvement 
of relations between hotels and travel 
agencies, the experience of the United 
States to be used as a guide. 

Tourism To Be Promoted 

On direct promotion of the tourist 
volume, the Congress agreed upon a 
series of fundamental principles for 
advertising and publicity. A set of 
principles relating to cooperation be- 
tween official agencies and private en- 
terprise was adopted. 

The conducting of prize essay con- 
tests on important tourism topics was 
authorized. The U. S. delegation an- 
nounced that the initial contest would 
be offered for the next Congress with 
three prizes, of $1,000, $500, and $250, 
funds to be contributed by leading 
U. S. transportation associations and 
administration of the contest to be 
handled by the Pan American Union, 
at Washington. 

Appreciative recognition was given 
to the U. S. Government for its of- 
fer of technical assistance on tourism. 

The U. S. delegation to the Congress 
was chaired by an officer of the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, and in- 
cluded representatives of the Depart- 
ment of State, U. S. Public Health 
Service, American Society of Travel 
Agents, American Merchant Marine 
Institute, and Air Transport Associa- 
tion of America. 

The seventh Inter-American Travel 
Congress is to be held in Uruguay in 
1958. 





Achaisi-Kotoku Railway in 
Gold Coast Now Completed 


The new railway line from Achaisi 
to Kotoku, begun over 2 years ago, has 
now been completed except for some 
station buildings, work on which is 
still in progress, the Gold Coast Gov- 
ernment has announced. 

This major project, designed to in- 
crease the Gold Coast Railways’ serv- 
ice, has involved construction of a rail 
link across difficult country which will 
open up a productive area not before 
served by the railway system. 

The new line will reduce the rail 
distance from Takoradi to Accra from 
360 to 200 miles, as the only connec- 
tion now between those two important 
centers is through Kumasi. 

Total estimated cost of the project 
is nearly £4 million, of which £500,000 
was contributed by the U. S. Govern- 
ment under its foreign-aid program. 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 
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Trabajos Aereos y Enlaces (TAE), 
a newly organized Spanish airline, 
reportedly is running into difficulties 
in obtaining route franchises from 
the two larger Spanish companies, 
Iberia S. A., and AVIACO. 

No firm plans have been made for 
schedules, and the company is con- 
templating starting operations on a 
strictly charter basis until an agree- 
ment may be worked out with the na- 
tional airlines. 





The postal authorities of Chile, Mex- 
ico, and Venezuela have agreed to in- 
crease the weight limit for printed 
matter to 33 pounds a package. 


Other changes in postal regulations 
under the new Convention of the 
Postal Union of the Americas and 
Spain were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 12, 1956, 
page 24. 





Turkish State Airlines (DHY), for- 
merly wholly owned by the Govern- 
ment of Turkey, became a private cor- 
poration on March 1. 

The company has a capital of 60 
million liras consisting of 600,000 
shares valued at 100 liras each. The 








Government is expected to hold a :na- 
jority of the shares, but the public 
also may participate in the ownership. 

On the same day a Directorate Gen- 
eral was established in the Turkish 
Ministry of Communications for man- 
agement of the airports, including 
traffic control, airport telecommunica- 
tions, and other services formerly per- 
formed by DHY. This Directorate is 
the operational counterpart of the De- 
partment of Civil Aviation. 





Scandinavia-Moscow commercial air 
traffic is expected to begin in May as 
a result of bilateral air agreements 
concluded at Moscow on March 31 be- 
tween the Russian and Swedish, 
Danish, and Norwegian Governments. 
A concurrent agreement was concluded 
between Scandinavian Airlines System 
and Aeroflot. 

SAS reportedly will be permitted to 
operate two flights a week in each 
direction, although schedules have not 
yet been worked out with Aeroflot. 
Routes to be used are Stockholm-Riga- 
Moscow with a connection to Oslo, and 
Copenhagen-Riga-Moscow. SAS will 
use Scandia aircraft and the Russians 
will use Ilyushins. Both types are twin- 
engined. 





Swiss Industrial . . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


origin. The United States supplied 
5,800 vehicles. The total number of 
cars reportedly increases about 15 
percent a year. 

Several leading Swiss industrial 
firms and a bank are setting up a 
corporation—Petrole Suisse S. A.—to 
explore for oil and natural gas in 
Switzerland. Though 75 percent of 
the capital must remain in Swiss 
hands, some foreign participation will 
be welcomed, according to published 
reports. The capital is only 1 million 
francs but can be raised to 12 million 
or 16 million francs. The new com- 
pany’s organizers believe a systematic 
effort to find oil will be successful, al- 
though several attempts have failed. 

Contracts have been signed which 
will permit an American manufac- 
turer of aeronautical instruments to 
build a branch plant at Geneva, ac- 
cording to the local press. The com- 
pany is reported to have the use of 
Space in the Geneva airport hangers 
and to have obtained nearby property 
for a factory. 

Two recent bond flotations for elec- 
tric-power projects in Switzerland— 
Grand Dixence S. A. and Electricite 
de la Lienne S. A—were markedly 
Successful. Declining interest rates in 
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recent months apparently made the 
loans’ 3'%4-percent interest rate at- 
tractive to investors. Common-stock 
prices have advanced to a point where 
the yield is substantially less than 
that for bonds. One recent calcula- 
tion placed the average yield on Swiss 
common-stock shares at 2.66 percent. 
The first 1956 foreign loan is to be a 
50-million-franc flotation on behalf 
of the Italian combine “Italcementi,” 
a 15-year loan at 442-percent interest. 
Loans granted to Italy and Italian 
shares admitted to Swiss stock ex- 
changes in 1955 amounted to approxi- 
mately 200 million Swiss francs. If 
the 200 million Swiss-franc loan to 
the Italian railways and direct in- 
vestments made in Italy by Swiss cor- 
porations are considered, the total 
amount of Swiss capital made avail- 
able to the Italians in the past year 
would be about 420 million francs. 
Demand for capital in the future 
apparently will be heavy. In addition 
to the continuing needs for electric- 
power development, several industrial 
concerns and banks have announced 
plans to expand their capital struc- 
ture. Negotiations with the city of 
Oslo for an additional loan have been 
reported, and both Canada and the 
Belgian Congo reportedly are inter- 
ested in drawing on the Swiss capital 
market.—U. S. Emb., Bern. 
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Trucking Terms Reached 
By Manitoba and Indiana 


An informal agreement has been 
reached between the Canadian Prov- 
ince of Manitoba and the State of In- 
diana for reciprocal waiver of all 
license fees on registered commercial 
trucking vehicles, not for hire, en- 
gaged in interstate or foreign com- 
merce. 

Registration, license-plate, compen- 
sation, ton-mileage, gross vehicle 
weight tax, and itinerant trip permit 
fees, are included. 

The terms of the agreement, as pro- 
posed by Paul M. Tingle, Secretary, 
Indiana Reciprocity Commission, are 
along the lines of a similar agreement 
reached between the State of Indiana 
and the Province of Alberta, and as 
accepted on March 20 by Robert B. 
Baillie, Commissioner of Motor Ve- 
hicles of the Province of Manitoba. 


As summarized by Mr. Baillie, the 
Province of Manitoba now has, in ad- 
dition to reciprocity with Indiana, the 
following reciprocal agreements with 
other States: 

eMinnesota, full reciprocity for all 
license fees. 

elowa, full reciprocity for all license 
fees. 

eNorth Dakota, reprocity on a “one- 
half fee basis.” This means that the 
respective jurisdictions charge truckers 
from the other jurisdiction one-half 
the regular license fee normally pay- 
able by its own truckers. In addition, 
each jurisdiction permits entry of 
trucks on a casual basis for a some- 
what nominal fee of 1 cent per ton- 
mile traveled, that is on permit. 


eWisconsin, the respective jurisdic- 
tions permit 2 trucks of a carrier to be 
furnished reciprocity certificates free 
provided the third truck is licensed. 
This rule also applies to multiples of 
3, for example, of 9 trucks, 6 are fur- 
nished certificates free and 3 are 
licensed. 


eMichigan, although there is no 
formal agreement or even written un- 
derstanding, this State so far has been 
reasonable with Canadian truckers and 
has permitted them to utilize Michigan 
highways for a nominal mileage tax. 

eMr. Baillie stated that all these 
agreements or understandings apply 
both to “through” operations as well as 
operations into the other jurisdiction. 
The only operations excluded are those 
which start and end within a specific 
jurisdiction, that is, intro-operations. 


The Indiana agreement should be 
added to other State agreements with 
Manitoba listed in Department of 
Commerce publication on Canadian 
Trucking Rules, World Trade Infor- 
mation Service, part 4, No. 55-17, 
page 4. 
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WORLD TRADE | 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailec 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 


Economic Developments in Bel- 
gium, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-23. 
5 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Mexico, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-24. 10 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Hong 
Kong, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-25. 
5 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Cuba, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-26. 3 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Iraq, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-27. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Taiwan 
(Formosa), 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 
56-28. 7 pp. 10 cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of 
Venezuela. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-29. 
13 pp. 10 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Austria. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-30. 9 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 


Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Ceylon. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-28. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Iceland. 
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WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-29. 6 pp. 10 
cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-31. 2 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of the Philip- 
pines. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-32. 3 pp. 
10 cents. 

Pharmaceutical Regulations of the 
Union of Scuth Africa. WTIS, Part 2, 
No. 56-33. 7 pp. 10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
the United Kingdom. WTIS, Part 2, 
No. 56-34. 3 pp. 10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Austria. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-35. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 

Patent and Trademark Regulations 
of Haiti. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-37. 
3 pp. 10 cents. 





French Publication Gives 
Data on Film Industry 


The motion-picture industry in 
France is discussed in detail in the 
1955-56 edition of Le Tout-Cinema, 
published by Societe Nouvelle Des 
Editions Guilhamou, 45, rue Richer, 
Paris 9°. 

The publication covers legislation 
regarding the film industry; com- 
ments on prize-winning films in 
France and other countries; a listing 
of producers of full-length features 
and short subjects, distributors of 
film, motion-picture theaters in Paris 
and the provinces of France, and film 
laboratories; and a classified list of 
suppliers of materials used by the 
industry. 

A copy of Le Tout-Cinema is avail- 
able for review in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
may be purchased from the publishers 
for approximately US$8 or 2,800 
francs. 





Industrial Developments in 
Uganda Cited in 1955 Report 


Progress in industrial development 
is the keynote of the 1955 report on 
Uganda issued by the information de- 
partment of the government of 
Uganda, and in a special magazine 
section of the London Times. 

Improved land utilization and ten- 
ure, agriculture, the animal industry, 
forestry, fisheries, and new develop- 
ments in commerce and industry in 
Uganda are given special attention 
in both publications. The increasing 
market in Uganda, and development 
plans for increased production in in- 
dustry and in agriculture also are 
subjects for discussion by special 
correspondents. 


A copy of each publication is avail- 
able upon request from the Commer- 


a Books 
“““ Reports 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Re- 
port. Washington, D. C. U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, March 1956, 
28 pp. 

Chemical manufacture is Brazil’s 
most rapidly developing industrial ac- 
tivity, according to an article featured 
in this issue of the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration’s 
monthly report. 

The article, giving highlights of 
Brazil’s chemical industry in 1954, 
states that shortages of foreign-trade 
exchange have emphasized the need 
for domestic production of chemicals, 
especially fertilizers and insecticides. 
In addition, increasing demand for 
plastics, synthetic fibers, paints and 
pigments, and industrial chemicals, 
has made it economically feasible to 
establish numerous plants. 

Foreign trade in rubber and rubber 
products, 1939 and 1951-54, also is an- 
alyzed in the report, and tables show- 
ing U. S. imports and exports of se- 
lected organic, inorganic, and agri- 
cultural chemicals, and U. S. exports 
of pesticides, 1954-55, are included. 

The report is available from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices, at 15 cents a 
copy. 


Direction of International Trade. A 
United Nations publication. New 
York. Columbia University Press, 
January-February 1956. 140 pp. 50 
cents. 


Trade-by-country statistics for more 
than 60 countries are given in this 
latest issue of a monthly report pre- 
pared jointly by the Statistical Office 
of the United Nations, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, and the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 


A table for each country reporting 
shows the value in U.S. dollars of the 
country’s exports to and imports from 
its trading partners for the latest pe- 
riod available—generally the first 9 
months of 1955 —as well as summaries 
of trade by geographic regions. Cor- 
responding data for the same period 
of the preceding year are included for 
comparison. 

An annual issue containing data for 
the years 1938, 1948, and 1951-54, also 
is available. The price is $2.50. 





cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from any of the Department’s Field 
Offices. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





UK. Reduces Output of U. S. Coal Exports Drop Slightly 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. 8. ports in February 1956 amounted 
to 3,471,173 net tons, down 426,426 net tons below January exports. 

The total for the first 2 months of 1956, however, more than doubles the 
quantities exported during the like period in 1954. 

February exports from the various ports, by country of destination, are shown 


TV Receivers and Radios 


Television receiver and radio produc- 
tion in the United Kingdom is being 
reduced substantially to bring output 
down to the sales level. Credit restric- 
tions and a higher purchase tax have 
caused retail sales to decline sharply 
since October 1955, with a strong 
change in emphasis from direct sales 
to rental of sets. 

The purchase tax on TV sets was 
increased from 50 percent to 60 per- 
cent, effective October 27, 1955. The 
latest in a series of successive restric- 
tions on installment buying increased 
the minimum deposit from 3344 per- 
cent to 50 percent, as announced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on Febru- 
ary 17, 1956. Rental provisions also 
have been tightened under new regu- 
lations, which now require the pay- 
ment of 9 months’ advance rental, or 
the full amount if the period is less 
than 9 months. 

About 1,694,000 TV sets were manu- 
factured in 1955, compared with do- 
mestic and export sales totaling only 
1,347,000, of which domestic retail 
sales were 1,335,000 and exports 12,000. 
Similarly, radio and radiophonograph 
production totaling 2,079,000 sets 
greatly exceeded the 1,738,000 sets dis- 
posed of through domestic retail sales 
—1,407,000, and exports—331,000. 

TV retail sales in 1956 are expected 
to drop about 20 percent from the past 
year’s total. Production must be re- 
duced more than this if current in- 
ventories are to be lowered. Over 
400,000 TV receivers were in stock at 
the beginning of 1956, compared with 
less than one-third of this amount for 
the preceding year. 


Some Unemployment Arises 

This situation is causing some un- 
employment in the radio and tele- 
vision industry. Production cutbacks 
of up to 40 percent from peak 1955 
levels are reported by the larger manu- 
facturers, and 50 percent or more by 
the smaller concerns. 

These reductions up to January 
1956 had not kept pace with falling 
Sales. January production of TV sets 
was down to an estimated 140,000 from 
161,000 in December 1955. Domestic re- 
tail sales of 85,000 TV receivers in 
January was 38 percent below the 
earlier month’s total of 138,000 sets. 
Production of radio receivers, includ- 
ing radiophonographs, declined from 
166,000 in December to 151,000 in Janu- 
ary, and domestic retail sales from 
125,000 to 84,000. 


The value of British TV exports in- 
creased moderately from £450,000 in 
1954 to £492,000 in 1955 (£1—US$2.80). 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Source: Association of American Railroads. 





Malaria Eradication Effort 
Throughout Iran Proposed 


A plan to eradicate malaria entirely 
from Iran has been proposed. 

This endeavor will be a joint effort 
of the Iranian Government and the 
United Nations International Chil- 
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF). 
The program will begin in 1957 with 
the spraying of 23,000 villages. By the 
end of 1961, it is expected that over 
40,000 villages will have been sprayed 
for at least 3 consecutive years. 

The Iranian Government will pro- 
vide annually 170 million rials until 
1961, and UNICEF will provide $5 mil- 
lion in the form of equipment and 
supplies. 





TV Receiver Registrations in 
Denmark Expand Rapidly 


Television receiver registrations in 
Denmark rose sharply from 3,468 in 
April 1955 to 15,120 in March 1956. 

Of the current registrations, 11,609 
are in the greater Copenhagen area. 

The increase in the total number of 
receivers in use occurred after the 


Copenhagen transmitter greatly in- 
creased its power in May 1955 and a 
second transmitter went on the air at 
Odense in December 1955, relaying 
the Copenhagen programs, The num- 
ber of program hours—9 weekly—has 
not increased... 

With the inclusion of an estimated 
8,000 receivers in southern Sweden 
capable of receiving Copenhagen 
transmissions, the average audience 
for Danish television programs could , 
be at least 100,000.—U. S. Emb., Copen- 
hagen. 





U. S.-Austrian Rayon Fiber 


Firms Negotiate Contract 


Austria’s only producer of rayon- 
staple fiber, the Zellwolle Lenzing 
A. G. in Vienna, is negotiating with 
American rayon-staple fiber indus- 
trialists to achieve close cooperation 
in research and production. The 
board of directors’ chairman of Zell- 
wolle Lenzing has left for New York 
to conclude a contract.—U: S. Emb., 
Vienna. 
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West German Fur Industry Promotes New 


Persian Lamb Shades 


The West German fur industry 
planned to dye persian lamb furs in 
a number of new shades and to in- 
troduce them at the Frankfurt fur fair 
April 21-24, to stimulate further the 
demand for persian lamb, the most 
popular fur in Western Germany. 

Substantial sums have been invested 
by some West German firms in de- 
veloping these new shades. 

Persian lamb is used most commonly 
for coats of the medium and upper 
price brackets. Mink is used primarily 
for collars, stoles, and jackets. 

West German wild-fur production is 
negligible and with the exception of 
a minor farmed-fur output, the coun- 
try is dependent on foreign sources of 
supply for its raw-fur needs. Produc- 
tion of farmed fox and nutria has been 
declining steadily in postwar years. 
Prices in 1955 remained below the 
level necessary to maintain produc- 
tion. 

Production of silver, platinum, and 
blue fox dropped from 4,700 in 1953 to 
4,400 in 1954 and 3,000 in 1955. De- 
spite the reduction in output, about 
75 percent of these furs remain un- 
sold because of no demand and low 
quality. 

Nutria-fur production in 1953 
totaled 7,600, in 1954 only 3,300, and by 
the end of 1955 output had dropped to 
1,700. Between 400 and 500 nutria 
breeders operate in Western Germany, 
of which only 100-150 produce com- 
mercially. Several breeders now rais- 
ing mutation breeding stock for ex- 
port are obtaining satisfactory prices. 


Mink Output Up 


Demand for mink has increased, 
thus production rose from an esti- 
mated 10,000 furs in 1953, to 20,000 in 
1954 and about 30,000 in 1955. Al- 
though mink farms are small by U. S. 
standards, the number has risen to an 
estimated 600 breeders. Chinchilla 
breeding, introduced in Western Ger- 
many in 1952, is limited to the raising 
of breeding stock. By the end of 1955, 
there were an estimated 100 chinchilla 
breeders. 

West German fur breeders estimate 
annual feeding costs for farmed ani- 
mals as follows, in German marks (1 
German mark—US$0.238): Mink, 30; 
fox, 70; chinchilla, 10-12; and nutria, 
20-30. These figures do not include 
wages, depreciation, equipment, and 
breeding stock for which data are not 
available. 

Approximately 30 firms, employing 
about 2,000 persons, dress and/or dye 
furs in Western Germany. 

Trade sources estimate that 150,000- 
200,000 mink pelts, mostly standard 
type, are required annually in Western 
Germany. Approximately 7,000-8,000 


to Stimulate Trade 


lamb furs, mainly gray shades, were 
required for trimmings in 1955. In the 
Same year, some 1,900 West German 
furriers, employing 13,350 persons, sold 
fur coats, jackets, and stoles, valued 
at approximately 150 million German 
marks. This figure includes a small 
number of fur coats purchased from 
the readymade fur apparel industry. 
The following prices were reported 
by Frankfurt fur wholesalers in Jan- 
uary 1956: Farmed-fox fur, 75-90 Ger- 
man marks, top quality, 100-120; 
farmed-nutria, for trimming material, 
10-20; for coat material, 55; farmed- 
mink—males, 90-120, females, 65-85— 
mutation mink brought twice this 
amount; stone marten, 115-119; baum 
marten, 60-62; muskrat, 5.75; fitch— 
best quality, 18; cut rabbit, 4.85-4.95; 
cut rabbit—white, 7.45 a kilogram. 


Frankfurt Plans Auction 


The Frankfurt fur-auction house 
and a newly established fur-collect- 
ing organization will hold persian 
lamb auctions in Frarkfurt in 1956 
and expect to sell 400,000 furs this 
year. The date will depend on the 
availability of sufficient quality skins. 

Raw-fur imports increased from 177 
million German marks in 1953 to 92 
million marks in 1954 and an estimat- 
ed 118 million marks in 1955. Imports 
of dressed and dyed furs declined 
from 13 million marks in 1953 to 12 
million marks in 1954, with little 
change estimated for 1955. 

Raw-fur exports dropped from 8 
million marks in 1953—6 million 
marks worth to U. S.to 6.1 million 
marks in 1954—4.6 million marks 
worth, to U. S. Exports of dressed and 
dyed furs increased by 22 percent— 
from 9.9 million marks in 1953 to 12 
million marks in 1954. 

Fur industry circles view the future 
with optimism and expect an expan- 
sion of business in 1956. The West 
German fur dressing and dyeing in- 
dustry is striving to regain the posi- 
tion held in Liepzig in prewar days. 


U. K. Reduces .. . 
(Continued from Page 17) 


The principal 1955 markets were Ire- 
land and the Channel Islands. TV ex- 
ports to Italy dropped sharply from 
£190,000 in 1954 to £18,000 in 1955. 

Radio exports, including radiophono- 
graphs and radio chassis, rose to about 
£3.5 million in 1955 from £3.2 million 
in 1954. African countries, including 
the Union of South Africa, Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, Nigeria, Egypt, and 
former French Morocco, provided good 
markets for British radios in 1955. 
Substantial shipments also were made 
to Malaya and Iraq.—v. S. Emb., Lon- 
don. 








First Car Assembled 
In Pakistan 


The first passenger car as- 
sembled in Pakistan is being 
tested and is scheduled for re- 
lease from the General Motors 
assembly plant in Karachi soon, 
the Pakistan Government has 
announced. 

The plant, although capable 
of assembling 800 Chevrolet au- 
tomobiles annually, will assemble 
only 6 cars each month.—vw. 8S. 
Emb., Karachi. 











Belgrade Imports Largest 
Number of Films From U. S. 


U. S. motion-picture films surpassed 
in number all other foreign films 
shown in Belgrade in the first 9 
months of 1955; however, French pro- 
ductions were preferred, according to 
Yugopress reports. 


Theaters in the capital city exhibited 
some 417 films in the 9 months. The 
United States contributed 189 of these 
films; Great Britain, 58; France, 49; 
Yugoslavia, 43; Western Germany, 11; 
and the remainder came from other 
countries. 


Total motion-picture attendance was 
7.9 million, or about 19,000 patrons a 
film. Indications were that average 
attendance for French films was 28,000, 
while that for U. S. films was 18,700, 
German films 18,400, British films 
17,000, Italian films 15,100, and Yugo- 
slav films 14,700. 

A U.S. film took first honors in ag- 
gregate audience, an Italian film was 
second, and another U. S. film ranked 
third. 





Textile Export Promotion 


Council Formed in India 


The Government of India and the 
Indian textile industry have organ- 
ized the Silk and Rayon Textile Ex- 
port Promotion Council, Resham 
Bhavan, 78 Veer Nariman Road, Bom- 
bay 1, to maintain and promote the 
exports of silk and rayon fabrics. 


The Council will be operated as an 
autonomous body by the Committee 
of Administration consisting of in- 
dustry members and the Textile Com- 
missioner to the Indian Government. 


The Council plans to conduct sur- 
veys of foreign markets, set standards 
for exporters, and eventually estab- 
lish correspondents in all major tex- 
tile markets of the world. 

Over $10 million will be spent to 
develop the Indian silk industry under 
the Second 5-Year Plan, the Council 
reports. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





West German Firm Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Peter Meyns and his firm, Peter 
Meyns and Co., of Hamburg, Germany, 
have been denied all U. S. export 
privileges for the duration of export 
controls because of transshipment of 
U. S. goods to communist China, 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 

The denial order, effective April 10, 
provides, however, that U. S. export 
privileges shall be restored to Meyns 
and his firm after 2 years on condition 
that they commit no further export- 
control violations. The firm and its 
owner have been under temporary 
suspension since April 1955. 

BFC said Meyns made the trans- 
shipments, which involved potassium 
and sodium bichromate, paraffin wax, 
and butyl alcohol, knowing that they 
were violating U. S export controls 
which embargo all shipments, direct 
or indirect, to communist China, The 
commodities had been shipped from 
the United States under general li- 
cense to Meyns in West Germany in 
1954. 

The order prohibits Meyns and his 
firm, and any other person or firm 
with which they may be associated, 
from receiving or otherwise partici- 
pating in U. S. export transactions, 
either directly or indirectly. It further 
states that no export or related serv- 
ice may be performed for them by any 
U. S. firm or person without prior 
BFC approval. 





Commerce Plays Host to 
Advertising Leaders 


The U. S. Department of Com- 
merce was host on April 30 to 
the first international meeting 
of advertising agency leaders 
held in the United States. 


Secretary of Commerce Sin- 
clair Weeks welcomed the dele- 
gates to the Department and 
described briefly its work in 
promoting economic growth and 
prosperity and in developing 
new avenues of world trade. 

Frederic R. Gamble, president 
of the American Association of 
Advertising Agencies, which 
sponsored the meeting, re- 
sponded for the delegates, some 
90 of whom from 34 countries 
attended the session. 

The delegates are visiting the 
United States to obtain an on- 
the-scene picture of advertising 
and to share new methods with 
their U. S. colleagues. 
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Certain Export Controls Simplified for 
U. S. S. R. and Its European Satellites 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks has simplified certain export 
controls by establishing a new general 
license order under which shipment 
from a select roster of peaceful goods 
can be made to the U. S. S. R. and 
its European satellites without requir- 
ing the filing of export-license appli- 
cations. 


The Secretary’s action came in the 
form of an initial listing, by the De- 
partment’s Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, of some 700 nonstrategic items 
in over 57 commodity categories 
which U. S. exporters may now ship 
under general license (GLSA) to the 
European Soviet bloc. 

All of the goods included on the 
new roster are of the type that would 
be approved for export under exist- 
ing licensing policy. The new general 
license procedure in no way reflects 
a change in the policy of banning 
strategic goods to the Soviet bloc. The 
main purpose is to reduce the paper 
burden on the American export com- 
munity and the Government, by elim- 
inating the previous requirement of 
separate forms for each shipment, 
and thereby to facilitate increased 
peaceful commerce. 


Objective Stated 


“Simplification in licensing proce- 
dures in respect to the European So- 
viet bloc,” Secretary Weeks said, “is 
designed to carry out the Govern- 
ment’s objective, first announced by 
President Eisenhower at Geneva last 
July ‘to create conditions which will 
encourage nations to increase the ex- 
change of peaceful goods throughout 
the world.’ 

“This objective subsequently was 
advanced at the Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference in Geneva last October 
when Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles indicated the intention of the 
U. S. Government to simplify export 
control provedures on shipments of 
peaceful goods to the Soviet bloc. 

“The new arrangement,” Secretary 
Weeks added, “will broaden oppor- 
tunities for increased trade by pro- 
viding U. S. exporters with a roster of 
peaceful goods which will not require 
the granting by the Commerce De- 
partment of individual, specific li- 
censes for shipment to the Soviet bloc.” 

“It should be noted that our ban on 
strategic exports continues and that 
U. S.-origin commodities not on the 
new general license roster will con- 
tinue to require individual licenses for 
shipment to the U.S. S. R. or its satel- 
lites, and may not be reexported ‘to 
communist-controlled areas without 
clearance from the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce. 

“Also, the total embargo against all 


shipments to communist China and 
North Korea remains unchanged. All 
shipments to the communist-con- 
trolled areas of Viet-Nam and Laos, 
as well as the maritime provinces of 
the U. 8. S. R., continue to require in- 
dividual export licenses.” 


BFC officials emphasized that en- 
forcement measures to prevent illegal 
shipments to the Soviet bloc are in no 
way modified by today’s action. 


Commodities Listed 


Included in the new general li- 
cense (GLSA) list are selected items 
in the following categories: Beverages, 
rubber products, drugs and pharma- 
ceuticals, fibers, wood, paper products, 
glass, clay products, cutlery, hardware, 
cork, electrical household appliances, 
commercial refrigerating equipment, 
office machines, dyes, leather, hides 
and skins, pigments, paints, chemical 
specialties, soil improvement com- 
pounds, soap and toiletries, photo- 
graphic equipment, plumbing fixtures, 
optical goods, musical instruments, 
toys, dental equipment, jewelry, lamps, 
sponges, notions, beauty and barber 
supplies, and shoe findings. 

Under the announcement, published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bul- 
letin No. 763, the listed items may be 
shipped under general license GLSA 
to the following destinations: Alba- 
nia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, - 
Lithuania, Outer Mongolia, Poland 
and Danzig, Rumania, and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, except 
the maritime provinces (Far Eastern 
seaports) of the U.S. S. R. 


A substantial increase in the vol- 
ume of licensing to the Soviet bloc 
took place in the first quarter of 1956, 
according to statistics prepared for 
inclusion in a forthcoming report by 
Secretary Weeks on export-control 
operations. Licenses granted by the 
Department for Soviet bloc destina- 
tions totaled $8,788,543 in the first 
quarter of 1956, compared with $1,624,- 
856 in the fourth quarter of 1955 and 
$4,968,322 in the initial quarter of 1955. 

The bulk of first-quarter 1956 li- 
censing to the bloc consisted of agri- 
cultural products and equipment, 
which together accounted for $7,294,- 
844 of the total licensed. 

Actual shipments, however, have 
not as yet reflected the increase in 
licensing. U.S. exports to the Euro- 
pean Soviet bloc totaled $1,151,000 in 
the fourth quarter of 1955, compared 
with $1,051,000 shipped. during the 
third quarter of 1955. 

For the year 1955, U. S. exports to 
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Foreign Grants, Credits 
Total About $4 Billion 


Net deliveries of goods and services 
or cash payments to foreign coun- 
tries by the U. S. Government under 
mutual security and other assistance 
programs were slightly less than $4 
billion in 1955, a decline of one- 
sixth from the preceding year, the 
Office of Business Economics, U. S. 
Department of Commerce has re- 
ported. The declines in shipments 
and payments under aid programs 
followed the continuing improvement 
of the general economic situation, 
particularly in Western Europe. 


Last year’s net total, which takes 
into consideration grant returns to 
the United States and principal col- 
lections on credits, was the lowest 
for any i2-month period since the 
end of World War II. The annual 
decrease was concentrated in de- 
liveries to Western Europe of military 
end items produced in the United 
States. Transfers of military goods 
purchased abroad were one-fourth 
higher than in the preceding year. 


Military Assistance Declines 


The $2.2 billion of military assist- 
ance recorded for the year repre- 
sented 56 percent of net grants and 
credits, as compared with $3.2 billion 
or 68 percent of the overall total in 
1954. Other assistance increased by 
$200 million last year to $1.7 billion. 
These “nonmilitary” grants and 
credits encompass all defense support, 
relief, development assistance, and 
technical cooperation, including all 
cash transfers to foreign govern- 
ments except the contributions to the 
multilateral construction program of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion, which are included in the “mil- 
itary” category. 

In particular, defense support non- 
military grants include, in addition to 
commodity deliveries, cash payments 
to foreign governments to support 
their military strength. Such dis- 
bursements aggregated $575 million in 
1955, $200 million over 1954, and were 


concentrated in France, Viet-Nam, 
and the United Kingdom. They were 
a major factor in the rise of non- 
military grant transfers, according 
to an article in the April issue of the 
Survey of Current Business, monthly 
publication of the Department of 
Commerce. 


Filing Dates Set for 


Several Commodities 


The period for filing applications to 
export certain selenium commodities 
in the third quarter of 1956 is June 1- 
June 15, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced. 

The dates apply to the following 
selenium commodities: Powder 
(Schedule B No. 619159) ; metal, except 
selenium-bearing scrap materials (B 
No. 664998); salts and compounds, 
including selenium dioxide (B No. 
839900); salts of organic compounds 
(B No. 839750); selenium-containing 
pigments (B No. 842900); selenium- 
containing rubber compounding 
agents, not of coal-tar origin (B No. 
829810); and ferroselenium (B No. 
622098) . 

BFC aiso has announced that appli- 
cations to export certain aluminum 
and copper materials must be submit- 
ted before June 16 in order to be con- 
sidered for second-quarter licensing. 

The cutoff date applies to the fol- 





lowing commodities: New and old 
aluminum scrap (B No. 630050) ; alum- 
inum remelt ingots (B No. 630070); 
new and old copper scrap (B No, 
641300) ; new and old copper-base al- 
loy scrap containing 40 percent or 
more copper, except copper-nickel al- 
loy scrap containing 40 percent or 
more copper and 5 percent. or more 
nickel (B No. 644000); and copper- 
base alloy ingots and other crude 
forms (B No. 644100). 


As previously announced, exports of 
clean or contaminated copper-nickel 
alloy scrap containing 40 percent or 
more copper and 5 percent or more 
nickel generaily will not be approved. 

The announcements are published 


in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 
763, April 26. 





Certain Export. . . 
(Continued from Page 19) 


the bloc were valued at $7,248,000, 
as compared with $6,120,000 for 1954 
and $1,776,000 for 1953. The 1955 
and 1954 totals included $4,743,000 
of food grains, insecticides, and drugs 
shipped to Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
and East Germany under the Presi- 
dent’s Flood Relief Program for the 
Danube Basin. 


In 1947 and 1948, U. S. exports to the 


bloc were valued, respectively, at $339,- 
857,000 and $123,241,000. 
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